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Greetings from our President

  
Hello GIVING WoMN members! 
 
I am excited to write my very first 'note from the president' for the newsletter. It was
wonderful to see the energy and excitement in the room at the Annual Meeting (and it
was not just due to the beer!) It is so inspiring to hear from our 2019 Grantees. They
are an amazing group of non-profits tackling some challenging issues within our
communities.
 
That brings us to the start of a new grants cycle. Nominations are due to the Grants
Committee by June 30th. One of the comments that we often hear from members is
that they would like to see a broad selection of types of grantee organizations with
diversity in both the mission and the population served. The way for us to accomplish
this is for you, the members, to nominate a diverse group of organizations. The Grants
Committee can only work with those organizations nominated by a member in the
general areas of health, education and human services.
 
So, how do we find these great organizations who can benefit from our support?
Clearly, the first place to start is with organizations that you may have a personal link
to either as a beneficiary, a supporter, a volunteer or as a board member. After that,
check with your friends and colleagues to see what organizations they support that
may give you a good idea or two. Another thought is to check on the website for the
Minnesota Council of Nonprofits as they have several spots on their site that list
various member non-profits. Other online resources include www.ag.state.mn.us or
www.guidestar.org.
 
Don't worry too much about getting in-depth information on an organization. The
Grants Committee will handle that! You just need to ensure that they are a 501(c)3
and have all of the contact information (contact name, phone, email, address) for the
committee. There is a link to the nomination detail later in this newsletter.
 
I would encourage everyone to nominate an organization that 'speaks' to you and your
priorities!

http://www.ag.state.mn.us/
http://www.guidestar.org/


 
Finally, I would like to welcome our newest members Annie O'Neill, Rebecca
Abroe, Sheila Merzer, Maria Weinbeck, Keri Olson, Janny Schall Gothro, Julie Walter,
Jane Salmen McGough, Stacie Trienen, Lisa Erickson, Deborah Johnston, and
Camille Burke. What a great start to our new grant cycle. We are thrilled to have you
all on board!
 
Have a wonderful summer!
 
Mary Weber
GIVING WoMN President

GIVING WoMN Annual
Meeting
 
GIVING WoMN's 14th Annual Meeting,
held on May 13th at Surly Brewing
Company in Minneapolis drew 106
attendees, 26 of which were guests.
 
After a social time of delicious hors
d'oeuvres and beverages, Kaari Miller, Engage & Educate Committee Chair,
welcomed members and guests. Kaari also thanked Surly for partnering with us and
giving GIVING WoMN deeply discounted use of Scheid Hall and catering as part of
their Surly Gives a Damn program. With this program, Surly is also enthusiastically
supporting community-based partners with charitable donations and volunteer
opportunities through ongoing service projects. Want to learn more?
http://surlybrewing.com/surly-gives-a-damn/.
 
President Mara Milne discussed her excitement about the new Board and discussed
activities and accomplishments in the last year including numerous events,
communications, and a three-year strategic plan. Mara provided recognition of this
past year's Board, Founding Members, our past presidents and anyone who
volunteered in the past year. Mara also expressed that she appreciated leading
GIVING WoMN for the past four years and learning so much about important issues
and all the wonderful services in our community. Mara then introduced our new
President, Mary Weber.
 
Mary Weber asked everyone to give a
round of applause to thank Mara. Mary
is very excited to be President and
adores the organization. She has been
with us five years and on the Grants
team the entire time. Mary noted that It
is a great benefit to be a part of this
group, learn more about key issues
facing our community and make
impactful grants. Mary discussed the
member survey last fall and the
three-year strategic plan and key
initiatives going forward. We want to
sustain and grow membership. We
will continue our existing good practices
but also want new ways to attract new

http://surlybrewing.com/surly-gives-a-damn/


members. In order to do that we need to
increase our profile in the Twin
Cities. We would like to increase the
use of social media and we welcome
anyone who wants to help in that area.
We are adding volunteerism to our
organizational activities in addition to
collective grant-making and
education. We have tapped a few
people to help with that committee but
will be looking for more people to assist
as we develop a few events where we
volunteer and socialize. We will be
also be looking for additional
revenue sources. Anyone who wants
to contribute funds in addition to her
annual dues of $1,100 may contribute
those funds in any amount. Mary noted
that if someone does not yet want to join as a member, we still welcome any level of
contribution to our grant pool and it will be well used.
 
Treasurer Vicky Slomiany took the podium next and took us through information
around membership and grants. As of January 2019, we had 111 eligible voting
members. We have added ten new members since the beginning of this year. She
also discussed current balances in our funds. The best way we get new members is
by bringing friends to our events. Jody O'Neil can help if people want to hold a small
group gathering.
 
We delivered $137,000 this February surpassing $1.5 Million in total grants since
our founding in 2005. We had additional grant money because of members who
donated extra money to the grant pool and some excess administrative funds as a
result of generous event funding by the Joel and Teresa Pfister Foundation.
 
Vicky also noted that contributions are due each year by November 30th to allow
sufficient time for annual accounting and to determine the grant pool. Please keep in
mind that credit card payments include a $50 additional fee to cover credit card fees
for processing. Members can also do electronic payments instead of checks.
Members using other financial sources such as trusts and employer matches are
encouraged to start that process by October 1st each year to ensure funds are
received by the November 30th contribution deadline. Also, please save your
acknowledgment letters because every year, our administrator gets repeat requests
for acknowledgment letters.
 
Vicky mentioned that any changes to contact information can be submitted throughout
the year by sending an email to info@givingwomn.org. She also noted that she has
been Treasurer for four years and we will need a new Treasurer next year. Because
all of our accounting and tax filings are done by our fiscal agent, the Saint Paul and
Minnesota Foundations, other than using spreadsheets, no additional financial skills
are necessary for this role.  
 
Kaari Miller introduced Mary Melbo from The Collabrium. Mary is the coordinator
of the coaching program and is also one of the coaches. For the last five years, they
have provided executive coaching to a participant from each GIVING WoMN
grant recipient. She discussed the history of how the coaching came to be, who the
coaches are, what the coaching entails, and the impact of coaching.
 
Mary Weber thanked Mary Melbo and discussed the grants process. It starts with
approximately 30 nominations each spring and we invite nominated organizations to
submit a Letter of Inquiry to us. The Grants Committee starts meeting at the end of
summer to work on evaluating and narrowing the list. About half are invited to do full-
grant proposals and we do extreme due diligence on that group. We have tough

mailto:info@givingwomn.org


decisions in December to determine who
the ballot candidates will be that are
presented to all members for the vote in
January. Votes determine who gets grants
and how much. We were happy that our
group of grant recipients this year was
quite diverse. Some years we feel like the
grant recipients trend toward certain
causes. Our grants are based on member
nominations, so please be creative to
continue to have a diverse field of
candidates. We are grateful to be able to fund eight organizations this year due to the
extra dollars, up from six grants in the previous two years.
 
Mary Routhieaux, Grants Committee Co-Chair, led the next part of the meeting
introducing each of the 2019 Grant Recipients. Representatives of all eight grant
recipient organizations spoke about the impact of GIVING WoMN's funds on their
work in our community:

Breaking Free: Operating Funds
Cristo Rey: AP Course Expansion Program
Guild Inc.: Youth Mental Health Program
KIPP Minnesota: KIPP Through College Program
Little Brothers Friends of the Elderly: Operating Funds
St. David's Center for Child/Family Development: Harmon Center
Treehouse: Treehouse Next Program
Washburn Center For Children: In-Home Therapy Program

After the last speaker, Mary Routhieaux welcomed all members to join the Grants
Committee. It is a gift to learn more about these organizations during the grants
process. Let Mary or Maureen know if you want to be part of the committee. Mary also
announced that our Grants cycle is open until the end of day June 30. 
 
Mary Weber mentioned that nomination instructions were on each table. She also
introduced the new Board for 2019-2020.
 
Kaari Miller closed the meeting with a reminder to check out the upcoming Engage
and Educate events for 2019-2020. She announced that the annual Eye Opener
will be Saturday, November 9th. The topic is "Peacebuilding to Overcome the
Cycle of Violence and Trauma". She also mentioned that we welcome any member
or new members to host a small group gathering in their home. One of our prior grant
recipients will attend and discuss how our grant made an impact. 
 
Kaari again thanked the Joel and Teresa Pfister Foundation. They paid for half
of the Annual Meeting costs and most of the Annual Eye-Opener cost. 
Kaari also thanked the Engage and Educate committee: Jody O'Neil, Heather
O'Connor, Renee Macomber, Renee Kessler, Barb Hallowell, Laura Johnson, and
Glenace Edwall and thanked our event volunteers: Char Murphy, Mina Harrigan, Julia
Weiler, Sue Gage, and Susan Throndrud. 
 
Kaari expressed that at one of the events, a founding member had expressed
appreciation for our new members, that their fresh eyes and new perspective help us
be a living organism for change doing good in our community. Kaari noted that she is
inspired by the people who started this organization who had courage, vision, and
tenacity. She noted that we are women of action and told a story of recent generosity
by GIVING WoMN members and guests at our Winter Education event at the YWCA.



 
 

 

Nominations for Grant Candidates Ends Sunday June 30
 

Reminder GIVING WoMN members, that YOUR nominations of 501(c)(3)
organizations serving the Twin Cities metro with health, education, or human services
are the only organizations we will evaluate in our upcoming grants process for grants
to be made in February 2020!

Nominate your favorite organizations now by emailing the following
to grants@givingwomn.org:

1. The name and address of the organization.
2. The Website address for the organization.
3. Name and phone number and email of a key contact (i.e. Executive Director

or Development Director) to ensure that we contact the correct organization.
4. If the organization is part of a larger organization, also include the larger

organization's information.

Nominations close on Sunday, June 30, 2019 at Midnight!

Remember, to spread our funds around, those organizations who have received
grants in the last three cycles are not eligible this time.

Want more details about the process, criteria and which organizations are
ineligible? CLICK HERE to go to our Nominations Page on our website.

Want to be part of the Grants Committee this fall? All members are welcome to
participate on our Grants Committee. You will learn how to take the information we
receive from grant candidates and evaluate and rank them using our specific criteria.
The Committee's evaluation of the grant proposals will result in the final candidates on
the ballot for the membership-wide vote in January.

The committee meets approximately five times from September to February. In
addition, some committee members will go on-site visits during late October / early
November at individually scheduled times. This is a great way to learn personally
about non-profits doing amazing community service work in our community. 

mailto:grants@givingwomn.org
http://www.givingwomn.org/grant/grant-nomination-guidelines/


 
Please contact Mary Clem Routhieaux at maryclem23@gmail.com or Maureen
Monchamp at tmmonchamp@msn.com for more information.

2019-2020 GIVING WoMN Board
  

The GIVING Board for this next June-May year was ratified by members this past
spring and introduced at our Annual Meeting on May 13th.  

Mary Weber - President
Susan Dowd - Vice President
Lorri Anderson - Secretary
Vicky Slomiany - Treasurer
Mary Clem Routhieaux - Grants Co-Chair
Maureen Monchamp - Grants Co-Chair
Kaari Miller - Engage and Educate Co-Chair
Jody O'Neil - Engage and Educate Co-Chair
Barb Pjevach - Communications Co-Chair (shared Board seat)
Tiffany Anderson - Communications Co-Chair (shared Board seat)

 
Board positions are typically a two-year term with possible extensions. We typically
stagger the terms for co-chairs so that we have one returning and one new co-chair.
We welcome all members to consider being part of our Board.  If you have an interest
in the future, please contact Mary Weber at mary.weber99@gmail.com or 952-452-
3840. 

Membership Roster  
  

We publish a membership roster annually by emailing access to it, via this newsletter,
to members only. It will include name, city, and email, and it is NOT to be used for
non-GIVING WoMN solicitation or marketing of any kind. We will NOT put the roster
on our website to protect member privacy and contact information.
 
CLICK HERE to download the membership roster as of June 2019. 

mailto:maryclem23@gmail.com
mailto:tmmonchamp@msn.com
mailto:mary.weber99@gmail.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/5d3a205c001/ab854041-29a1-42a0-b7ca-0d9fce2017b1.pdf


April Small Group Gathering
  

The sunshine was a welcome addition to a small group
gathering hosted by Josie Tober and Roseanne Cheng at
Josie's home on Sunday afternoon, April 14th. There were over
20 women there, and at least 15 were guests hearing about
GIVING WoMN for the first time. Besides learning about our
mission and work, they heard from Shawna Nelson,
Advancement Director for Emma Norton Services, recipient of a
$20,000 grant in 2018 for supportive housing.
 

Founded over 100 years ago, Emma Norton Services
works to end homelessness by providing several models
of supportive housing. Its name derives from its founder,
who, in 1917, wanted a safe place for women to live
when they lived alone in the Twin Cities. Today, the
organization serves single women and homeless families.
They have several housing models:

Emma Norton Residence, located near the State Capital, houses 50 single
women, some of whom struggle with chemical dependency, chronic health
issues, and other challenges in addition to homelessness. The residence is
located close to public transit for employment access, and some of the women
are enrolled in St. Paul College.
Emma's Place, constructed in 2002 in Maplewood, consists of 13 townhomes
that serve families with three or more children. Most of the families are headed
by single moms. These residences are close to parks and other places for
children's activities. Emma Norton Services partners with Head Start and other
agencies to round out services to these families and recently received a State
grant to rehab these townhomes, now 17 years old.
Scattered site housing located throughout Ramsey County serves both single
women and families who need a leg up with housing due to poor rental history,
no credit, and previous abusive situations. Emma Norton Services works with
landlords to give these women and their children a fresh start.

Besides offering clients safe housing, Emma Norton Services helps them by providing
"welcome baskets" with bedding, towels, cleaning supplies, etc., along with personal
care products such as toiletries and tampons. They are always in need of in-kind
donations of these kinds of products. In 2018, they were very fortunate to receive
about $100,000 in much-needed in-kind donations.
 
Their tagline is "the journey home begins here." Indeed it does.

Upcoming Engage and Educate Events
  

Small Group Gathering:
On Wednesday, July 17, 2019 at 6:30 pm Annette Steffan and Sue Gage are co-
hosting a small group gathering at Annette Steffen's home in Lilydale. Joani
Essenburg, Co-Founder & Executive Director, and Sue Reisgraf, Development
Director from Banyan Community will be discussing their organization and how their
After School Program was impacted by the February 2018 grant they received. If you
plan to attend, please RSVP to Annette at asteffen@comcast.net.

  
There is still a great opportunity for you to hold your own Small Group Gathering. We
have one remaining 2018 Grant Recipients, 2nd Harvest Heartland - Food + You
Program, to hear back from. Small Group Gatherings offer a great opportunity to hear
more in-depth responses and have one on one time with one of our grant recipients in
the relaxed atmosphere of your own home. You can host or have another member co-
host the event in your home, inviting other GIVING WoMN members, your family,

mailto:asteffen@comcast.net


friends, neighbors or co-workers to hear about the organization as well as more about
GIVING WoMN. GIVING WoMN even provides reimbursement to the hostess for
event expenses (up to $50). Please contact Jody O'Neil at oneiljody@yahoo.com or
GIVING WoMN at info@givingwomn.org if you would like to host your own small
gathering.
 
Fall Education Event:
Come on Monday, September 16 and see first-
hand what your dollars are doing! We are excited
to announce that our Fall Event will be held
at MN Independence College & Community
(MICC) in Richfield. Our 2018 Grant Recipient
will host and reports back on the impact of the
grant on their Vocational Certificate Expansion
Program. We will also hear from The Family
Partnership, on their PRIDE Program.  
 
Annual Eye Opener:
Mark your calendar for Saturday, November 9th for the Annual Eye Opener at the
Minikahda Club in Minneapolis. Join us as we discuss "Peacebuilding to Overcome
the Cycle of Violence and Trauma". We will offer a panel of distinguished experts,
lead by Donna Minter, PhD, LP the founder and Executive Director of Minnesota
Peacebuilding Leadership Institute who will help us to identify the cycles of violence
and trauma and provide us the tools to become more peaceful people. As we've all
experienced some form of trauma or violence, come learn how to empower yourself to
break these cycles. Invite your friends and be a part of this timely and important
conversation.
 
Winter Education Event:
Saturday, February 9, 2020 at Episcopal Homes Minnesota in St. Paul. Come hear
the grant report back from Episcopal Homes Minnesota on their Scholarship Program.
We will also be announcing our 2019 class of Grant Recipients. 

  GIVING WoMN| www.GIVINGWoMN.org| info@givingwomn.org
 

STAY CONNECTED:
 

 
GIVING WoMN | C/O The St. Paul and Minnesota Community Foundations | 101 Fifth Street East, Suite 2400 | St. Paul | MN | 55101

mailto:oneiljody@yahoo.com
mailto:info@givingwomn.org
https://www.facebook.com/GIVING-WoMN-237236493233/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/giving-womn
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=PT1128

