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Greetings from our President

  
Hello all!  
 
I am excited to be able to connect with you this month because I have great
information to share! 
 
At our September board meeting, we spent time talking about short and long-term
strategic goals and objectives for GIVING WoMN. Looking back and looking
ahead. Discussions about education, grantees, events. What has worked well?
What opportunities are out there for our membership? 
 
We spent two hours talking about what was important to each of us and the
members we represented. I am now in the process of compiling the information
into a draft goal document but we are seeking additional input. Please see the
Member Opinion Survey in this month's newsletter. We would love to hear from
each and every one of you! In late October, we will discuss the draft and make
it real!  
 
I am looking forward to giving you an update at the Eye Opener in November! 
 
Best regards,
 
Mara
 
Mara Milne
GIVING WoMN President



Time for Our Annual Contributions
 
It is that time of year again! A dues notice will be sent out to members in early
October. 
 
Annual membership contributions of $1,100 ($1,000 + $100 administrative
fee) are due before November 30th, so that we know how much is available for
February grants. However, paying ASAP is helpful!
 
Members taking advantage of company
matching are encouraged to submit their
annual contribution and start the company
matching process as early as possible in
October. This allows necessary time for
receipt of matching funds to process before
the November 30th deadline for inclusion in
February grants.

  
If you would like more information, you can
go to the current member annual contribution information page on our website
at:  
http://www.givingwomn.org/joinus/current-member-annual-contribution-
information/.

  
If you know the drill and are ready to make your contribution now, CLICK
HERE for the annual contribution form.

Member Opinion Survey
 
As we continually strive to improve our organization, we want to be sure that in
addition to talking with members throughout the year, we also periodically reach
out to our members to check-in with a brief survey. 

  
Please help us by completing the following 9 question survey. Note that most
questions have open boxes for your additional thoughts and suggestions. Please
use those boxes to give us any feedback or suggestions you would like to
provide.

  
Our Board will report on the results of this survey at our November Eye Opener
so we would appreciate your opinions by Monday October 15, 2018.
 
 CLICK HERE to take the Member Survey

Come to the Eye-Opener and Bring Your Friends
 
You won't want to miss the 10th Annual Eye-Opener on Saturday November
3rd. We have an important topic, amazing presenters, tasty breakfast and a
beautiful venue at the Minikahda Club.
 
Please join us for "Affordable Housing: It's More Than Just a Home"
 

http://www.givingwomn.org/joinus/current-member-annual-contribution-information/
http://www.givingwomn.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/GW-Member-Contribution-Form-FINAL-09-27-2018.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VCRVHCP


Where would you be without the safety and security of your home? We will offer a
panel of distinguished experts including:

Anne Mavity, Executive Director of Minnesota Housing Partnership
Deidre Schmidt, President & CEO of CommonBond Communities.  

They will lead the discussion as we delve into the topic of Affordable Housing and
help us understand what is being done on a state level to supply more options as
well as what we can do to help those in need. We will also hear first-hand from
someone who has be affected by this issue.
 
WHEN:

Saturday, November 3, 2018
Registration and Breakfast 8:30 - 9:15 a.m.
Program: 9:15 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

WHERE: The Minikahda Club, 3205 Excelsior Boulevard, Minneapolis, MN
55416
 
WHO: GIVING WoMN members and guests are invited free of charge
 
Invite your friends and come be part of the
conversation as we all learn what role we can
take to help. RSVPs can be submitted now until
Tuesday, October 30th by...

Clicking this link: CLICK HERE
Emailing us at info@givingwomn.org

Click Here for a printable invite you can share with guests.
 
If you are interested in helping with this event in any way, please contact Kaari
Miller at ckkmiller@comcast.net or Jody O'Neil at oneiljody@yahoo.com.

Grant Committee Update
  

Our 2018/2019 grants process is well under
way in our 14th year of giving. Since
inception, GIVING WoMN has made grants
of $1,369,000.00 to help our community.
Similar to last year, the minimum
community organization grant for 2019 will
be $10,000 with a likely grant range from
$10,000 to $30,000. The actual amounts
will be determined by our GIVING WoMN
membership vote in January and the total
size of our pooled fund of contributions.
GIVING WoMN grants for our 2018/2019
cycle will be announced and distributed in February 2019.
 
This year we began our grants process with nominations for 30 wonderfully
diverse community organizations serving many causes within health, education
and human services. Using our Letter of Inquiry (LOI) criteria, the grants
committee thoroughly evaluated each of the LOI proposals that were submitted.
As a result of this very difficult process, the following 13 community organizations
have been invited to submit a full grant proposal to us by late October. The grants
committee looks forward to site visits to all 13 organizations in late October and
early November. 

http://www.givingwomn.org/rsvpmaker/2018-giving-womn-eye-opener-affordable-housing-2018-11-03/
mailto:info@givingwomn.org
http://www.givingwomn.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/2018-GW-Eye-Opener-Invitation-9-28-2018.pdf
mailto:ckkmiller@comcast.net
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Bolder Options
Breaking Free
Cresent Cove
Christo Rey 
Guild Incorporated
Healtheast Foundation - East Side Health & Wellbeing Collaborative
KIPP Minnesota
Little Brothers - Friends of the Elderly
Sisters of St. Joseph - Sarah's Oasis
St. David's Center for Child and Family Development
Treehouse
Voyageur Outward Bound - Twin Cities
Washburn Center for Children

Thanks to our members for recommending such a rich group of nominees to
consider. Even when they are not selected, we learn so much about the needs
throughout the community and their services. Remember, if your nominated
organization is not selected for funding this year, it will be eligible to be
recommended by you again next year.
 
Also, thank you to our members who have volunteered to serve on the Grants
Committee this Fall/Winter: Co-Chairs: Mary Weber and Mary Routhieaux; Trina
Bloemendaal, Ruth Bowman, Lori Brostrom, Suzy Cossette, Laura Dale, Jana
Deach, Nancy Durkee, Kathy Geske, Sheila Hayes, Cindy Holker, Laura
Johnson, Maureen Monchamp, Laura Moore, Nancy Nelson, Barb Reindl
Pjevach, Sarah Shriver, Diane Slayton, Judy Takkunen, Laura Wallander, Kate
White.    
 
Please contact Mary Weber mary.weber99@gmail.com or Mary Routhieaux
at mrouthieaux@episcopalhomes.org if you have any questions or concerns.

Recap of Fall Education Event at Youth Farm
  

Thanks to all who attended the September 11th
Fall Education Event at Youth Farm. We had 16
members and 4 guests in attendance to enjoy a
wonderful farm to table spread catered by our 
host, Youth Farm. 
 

Youth Farm received a grant of $14,000 from GIVING
WoMN in February 2017 for general operating expenses.
Gunnar Liden, Executive Director, expressed his
immense gratitude that our grant structure allows for
general operation expenses funds for smaller
organizations. In his words, "a general operating
expenses grant for an organization of our size is a game
changer". It gives them the flexibility to focus on the
things they can do in good times and what they need to
do in tougher times as well as changes the way they are
able to engage with resources.
 

Youth Farm is a youth development organization that sees food as a tool for
social change, community engagement and leadership development. They have
grown and evolved from the interest and passion of young people. Youth that
started engaging with their programs in elementary school continued their interest
into their teens. Last year Youth Farm hired 33 teenagers for paid internships
during the school year. And for some, that interest did not stop after high school
leading to Farm Stewards for the 19-25 year old to move into program planning,
menu analysis, and teaching during the school year. 

mailto:mary.weber99@gmail.com
mailto:mrouthieaux@episcopalhomes.org


 
Peter, the head chef of the evening, is the perfect example of the Youth Farm
evolution. Peter leads various after school programs as well as community center
programming for teaching young people how to cook from scratch. He gets
students involved in the greenhouse to teach them the basics from what a seed
looks like, to getting dirty with planting, how to speak farm lingo like "transplant"
and to gently care for fragile baby starter plants. As Peter puts it, "I did not
choose the food life, the food life chose me."
 
Youth Farm provided a tour of their greenhouse and
while it is mostly empty at this time of year, they were
still able to share with us the magic that comes from
the planning and engaging with young people. It is
the youth that work to map the neighborhood that
they will be working with for the growing season. This
not only includes where the food needs to go but
also what classes will be offered and to what ages.
All of this is led by teenagers who are also
responsible for the number of seeds it will take to
provide the number of plants to support the plan.
Last year this small greenhouse was used to grow
starts for 17 different farm sites and an initial 1000
starts for other community partners. That is a lot of
food growing in a tiny space. In here, food is the tool
for doing other things like using math and entry to project planning. The key is to
fit the needed skills to the kid's developmental phase and then create a space in
which they can make mistakes and learn how to rectify those mistakes. Growing
plants is a great, low risk way to teach this important life skill before they find
themselves in a risky situation.
 
Last year Youth Farm reached approximately 700 young people with its
programming. For them, the key is how food brings people together in every
culture. Even when dealing with insecurity around food, it's still a connection point
for point who don't speak the same language, have different histories and trauma.
Folks will still come together around a meal.

  
Event attendees also had the opportunity to
hear from Beacon Interfaith Housing
Collaborative, another February 2017 grant
recipient of $30,000 toward their 66 West
Youth Housing. 

  
Lee Blons, Executive Director, provided an overview of the Beacon Interfaith
Housing Collaborative of 80 congregations made up of churches, mosques and
synagogues across twin cities that come together to figure out how to impact
homelessness and housing within our communities. Similar to GIVING WoMN,
they see their mission as taking compassion and generosity and figuring out how
to be strategic with their impact. This includes an emergency shelter program
called Families Moving Forward, affordable housing development that currently
consists of seventeen apartment buildings serving low income residents and
coming together on public investment so that all people can have a home.

  
66 West Youth Housing is housing for
suburban young people experiencing
homelessness. It opened just over a
year go near Southdale Mall and has
been an extraordinary experience
welcoming young people into a stable
place to live. This is Beacon's third
development for youth providing a total
of 125 homes. The youth they serve



generally start at 18-19 years old. Most
became homeless because their
families disintegrated around them
which may involve mental illness or
chemical dependency of the parents.
Some may start out in the foster care
system but ultimately end up out in the
street staying hidden until they age out
of foster care and then surface without
the skills or resources to move into
adulthood. The independent living of a
studio apartment is so far out of the
experience for these young people. Most have spent their life trying to figure out
where to go from night to night and will move in with a plastic bag of clothes that
will not get unpacked into the provided dressers. Staff will tease that they are the
only landlords that encourage tenants to put things on walls.
 
66 West is not just a place to live. It also provides incredible supportive services
which is an area that has specifically benefited from the GIVING WoMN grant.
There are four full-time program staff for thirty-nine young people to provide very
intensive and comprehensive interaction and remove all of the barriers. In this
first year of operation 75% of 66 West residents have reach one full year of
housing stability. Nearly half of the residents move in without a high-school
diploma or GED which is a huge barrier. Of those residents without a diploma or
GED, 90% are either now enrolled or in the process of enrolling to complete their
GEDs. Residents pay 30% of their income as rent. This allows youth to move in
unemployed and as they gain employment and grow in opportunity, the scaled
rent moves them closer toward market rates. In addition, developing relationships
with near by employers has created job shadowing and employment opportunities
at places like Fairview Hospital, Southdale Mall, and the YWCA.

  
Lee closed by leading us through a very poignant activity demonstrating the scale
of the affordable housing need in our communities. A couple of years ago the wait
list was opened for subsidized housing assistance. 36,000 families requested
assistance in a just a three day window. Only 2,000 were selected in a lottery.
However, what they won was not a subsidy but rather the right to be at the bottom
of the wait-list so that can get rental assistance in about 2-4 years. A very timely
demonstration leading up to our November Eye Opener on affordable housing.

  
Thanks to all the GIVING WoMN members and guests who were able to join us.
We would also like to thank the Engage and Educate committee: Kaari Miller (Co-
Chair), Jody O'Neil (Co-Chair), Heather O'Connor, Renee Macomber, Renee
Kessler, Laurie Hassenstab, Barb Hallowell and Glenace Edwall for putting on
another wonderful event.
 
A special Thank You to our member volunteers in particular Arta Cheney and
Julia Weiler for helping to set up, direct guests, and manage registration. It is
members like you that make these events such a smooth flowing success.

Upcoming Engage and Educate Events
  

Small Group Gatherings: 
On October 30th 2018, Ready Set Smile will be reporting back at an event co-
hosted by PK Kriha and Sharon Secor. Members are welcome as are their
guests. The event will take place starting at 6:30 pm at Sharon's home, 5008
Ridge Rd, Edina, MN 55436. Please contact PK at pk.kriha@marshmma.com or
Sharon at mssecor@mac.com for more information or to RSVP. You may also
contact GIVING WoMN Communications at info@givingwomn.org.
 

mailto:pk.kriha@marshmma.com
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Based on the above and the upcoming Winter event, we have already scheduled
events for all of our 2017 grant recipients, but never fear - you can still hold your
own Small Group Gathering. Is there an organization that you nominated or were
really impressed with and want to see what they are up to now? Click Here to
see the full history of GIVING WoMN grant giving. There is still time to schedule a
small group gathering and check in with organizations from 2016 or earlier.
 
The small group gatherings are events held in private homes throughout the year
that spotlight one of our prior grantees in a casual, friendly gathering with food
and refreshments. These gatherings serve as a great way to get to know fellow
members, introduce friends and neighbors to they get a feel for what GIVING
WoMN is all about and hear back directly from one of our Grant Recipients.
Consider joining us at a future gathering to see first-hand the impact our grants
have on the community. Or better yet, consider hosting an event!
 
If you are interested in hosting an event in your home, the Engage & Educate
Committee is ready to help. GIVING WoMN even provides reimbursement to the
hostess for event expenses (up to $75).  Please contact Jody O'Neil at
oneiljody@yahoo.com if you would like to host your own small gathering. 
 
Winter Education Event:
On Tuesday, February 26 hear from the YWCA in
Minneapolis on their Girls, Inc. Eureka! STEM Program.
We will also be announcing our 2019 class of Grant
Recipients so don't miss it!

 

Volunteer Opportunities
 
As you know, GIVING WoMN is run by volunteers....us! We welcome all members
to volunteer for as much or as little as you like. But even if you have just a little
time to offer, our volunteer members help us to keep our costs down, so more
money can go toward grants.
 
Engage and Educate Team
We welcome members to join this
committee. The purpose of the Engage
and Educate team is to focus on
membership, lead education events, and
coordinate volunteer participation. We
are always looking for venue volunteers for
upcoming programs, even if just to help on
the day of an event. 
 
It's easy to volunteer!  If you are interested in a volunteer opportunity, or even if
you just want more information, please contact Kaari Miller
at ckkmiller@comcast.net or Jody O'Neil at oneiljody@yahoo.com for Engage
and Educate or email us at info@givingwomn.org.

News Around Town
  

Check in here to keep in touch with all of our grant recipients and see what they
are up to. If you know of any upcoming events, service opportunities or honors
bestowed upon any of our Grant Recipients please let us know so we can include
them here in future newsletters.
 
The Sheridan Story was recently mentioned
in an article about the Hamline Church Dining

http://www.givingwomn.org/grant/giving-womn-grant-making-history/
mailto:oneiljody@yahoo.com
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Hall at the Minnesota State Fair. After a record-breaking year of State Fair
visitors, the dining hall's decades-old kitchen equipment can no longer keep up.
They are turning to fans through crowd funding to help defray the cost of
replacement equipment. Donations to cover the expenses would allow the dining
hall to continue to donate a portion of its profits to the Sheridan Story, an
organization aimed at combating child hunger. To read more Click Here.

  
Join Way to Grow for their annual Shine
Celebration. Lights, camera, ACTion! Come and be
transported to the theater days of old with an

evening filled with dinner, entertainment, inspirational stories, live and silent
auctions, and a few surprises. The event will be held Saturday, October 13,
2018 from 6:00 - 10:00 pm at JW Marriott Minneapolis, Mall of America. Click
Here for more information and to purchase tickets.
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