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Hello GIVING WoMN members!

It is a very busy time of year for us!  In addition to the normal end of year challenges and holiday
hustle and bustle, we at GIVING WoMN are also keeping busy...

1. Our annual contributions of $1,100 are due.  Again a reminder to pay as soon as possible, so
the Grants team will know the size of the grant pool. 

2. The Eye Opener education event which was held on November 9th was a great success and
very educational. We had over 80 people attend, including a large number of guests.

3. The Grants Team is very busy with all of their site visits and due diligence, reviewing all of our full
grant proposal candidates.  It is always inspiring to get to know our nominated organizations
during this process.

4. Our small group gatherings have been fun and have introduced some new friends to our
organization.  If you have not yet brought a friend to one of these events or think you may be
able to host one of these gatherings, there are still opportunities ahead!

Thanks to everyone who is helping with these activities. See the articles below for additional details.  

Since inception, GIVING WoMN has given out grants of more than $715,000.  Thanks to all of you for
being part of this great organization; together we are making an amazing impact in our community!

I appreciate the opportunity to serve you as President and invite any feedback. My work number is
651-994-9939. Let's have another great year!

Laura Dale
President, GIVING WoMN

Fifth Annual Eye Opener - A Great Success!

The annual Eye Opener event on November 9th was a great success with 81 members and guests in attendance.  The event was held at The
Minikahda Club in Minneapolis and sponsored by Minnesota Bank and Trust.  Our generous sponsor hosted an elegant brunch and also donated
some lovely gift baskets.  

Our topic "Aging with Dignity and the Challenges of a Growing Senior Population" was very well received by our audience. Our keynote speaker, Dr.
Rajean Moone, led the discussion regarding the current, and future, challenges and opportunities we face as a result of a great demographic shift. 
One of the more poignant topics was regarding the lack of funding for the programs currently in place; supporting the growing senior population is
something often forgotten.

Our next three speakers discussed how they, and their programs, enhance the lives of the senior population.

• Liz Hagstrom from CommonBond Communities discussed their health promotion projects, which utilizes an evidence based approach.  This has
resulted in classes such as Tai Chi for seniors, which helps seniors improve their core strength and balance, which has significantly reduced falls
among its participants.

• Maureen Davidson explained how an in-home nurse visitation program, the Block Nurse, came into existence.  She also discussed many other

programs offered at the West 7th Community Center, as well as sharing very touching personal experiences and the generational changes she
has observed while working with seniors during her tenure at the center.

• Iris Freeman enlightened us about the Vulnerable Adult Justice project.  Their current focus is to create awareness regarding current
vulnerabilities and establish groundwork for future generations. 

A special thanks to all of our speakers, our wonderful volunteers, and our members and guests in attendance who are sure to have a much better
appreciation regarding our topic, "Aging with Dignity and the Challenges of a Growing Senior Population".

We are taking suggestions for next year's Eye Opener topic.  Please reach out to Amy Babcock with any ideas at Amy.Babcock@ml.com
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Grants Team Update 

Our 2013/2014 grants process is well under way in our ninth year of funding.  Since inception, GIVING WoMN has given out grants of more

than $715,000 helping our community. Similar to last year, the minimum community organization grant will be $10,000 with a likely grant range from
$10,000 to $20,000. The actual amounts will be determined by our GIVING WoMN membership vote in January and the total size of our pooled fund of
contributions received by December 31. GIVING WoMN grants for our 2013/2014 cycle will be announced and distributed in February 2014.

The Grants Team is busy now and in upcoming weeks performing site visits and reviewing the proposals so that nominated organizations can be ranked
using our established Grant Criteria.  This process will determine which organizations all members will vote on in January.    

Please contact Meleah Follen (meleahf@hotmail.com) or Wendy Lundsgaard (wendylpalk@aol.com) if you have any questions or concerns.

Small Group Membership Gatherings Continue

Please consider inviting friends to attend one of these fun and informative home gatherings. These are friendly small group settings to introduce
interested friends to GIVING WoMN. We have a goal of growing our membership this year - which translates into more grants to 
distribute!  One of the best ways to educate people about our organization is to host, or to invite friends, to a small group event.  A representative
from a previous grant recipient will speak with the group, which is always inspirational. Light food , beverages and friendly conversation are also
provided!                

Mary Ellen Barry will be hosting a gathering at her Edina home on December 3 with co-host Julie Anderson. 

Please email Mary Ellen at mebrooks@aol.com, or Julie Anderson at julie1146@mac.com, to RSVP for you and your guests.

Please contact Mara Milne at maramilne@gmail.com or 612-889-9576 if you have interest in hosting a fun evening for you and your friends.

Volunteer Opportunities

As you know, GIVING WoMN is run by volunteers....us! We welcome all members to volunteer for as much or
as little as you like. But even if you have just a little time to offer, our volunteer members help us to keep our
costs down, so more money can go toward grants.

Engage and Educate Team
We welcome members to join this committee.  The purpose of the Engage and Educate team is to focus on
membership, lead education events, and coordinate volunteer participation.  We are always looking for venue
volunteers for upcoming programs, even if just to help on the day of an event.  You will have support of fellow
team members for sharing ideas, skills, time and talents.  We are currently planning for our February education event and our May Annual Meeting.  

Grants Team
At this time, our Grants Team volunteers are working hard on this year's grant candidates and will be adding volunteers again next summer.  

GIVING WoMN Board
Each May, some of our Board members roll-off and some continue for the next year.  Most positions are 2 year positions that can be extended.  All
members are also welcome for nomination to our Board. If you have an interest in serving on our Board, please contact Laura Dale.  

It's easy to volunteer! If you are interested in a volunteer opportunity, or even if you just want more information, please contact Mara Milne at
maramilne@gmail.com for any Engage and Educate or Events or Meleah Follen at meleahf@hotmail.com for Grants, or email us
at info@givingwomn.org.

GIVING WoMN Winter Education Event - February 11, 2014
And Announcement of 2014 Grantees!

Please save the date for our Tuesday, February 11, 2014 Education gathering
scheduled at Women's Advocates , a grant recipient from February 2012. This
will be a great opportunity to learn about this important community resource
AND to see how GIVING WoMN funds have been put to good use. 

We will incorporate a service project for this event, as well.

In addition, at this event we will be announcing which organizations/projects will be receiving grants from us at the end of February, and of course we
will have some friendly socializing and refreshments.

An invitation will be coming in early January, but in the meantime, please mark your calendar and invite any friends whom you think may enjoy the
event.

Annual Contributions Now Due! 

It is that time of year again!  A dues notice was sent out to the membership mid - October.  We would like to see your contribution by the end of
November so that we know how much is available for grants.  The dues notice provided instructions on how to remit your contribution as well as
instructions on how to update your contact information, if necessary.  If you would like more information today, you can go to the current member

annual contribution information page on our website at:  http://www.givingwomn.org/joinus/current-member-annual-contribution-information/.
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Fiscal Agent Update

As you know, beginning in March 2014 GIVING WoMN will operate as a Community Fund under the
Minnesota Community Foundation. We are expecting a very smooth transition and are looking
forward to partnering with them.

Background:

• Courage Center (now Courage Kinney Foundation) has been our fiscal agent. With their recent
merger, they are now part of Allina who has not had this type of relationship and is not comfortable having one. Therefore, we need to
transition away from Courage Kinney Foundation.

• Courage Kinney Foundation is collecting our member contributions this month and next month and will disburse our upcoming grants in
February. We will make the transition toward the end of February and by March 2014 we will be operating as a Community Fund under the
Minnesota Community Foundation.

• You our members ratified this change. It was unanimous with those who voted.

Transition:

• We had a meeting with the Minnesota Community Foundation where we discussed the details and are expecting a smooth transition. They
have many Community Funds including a Women's Giving Circle so they have a good understanding of what services we need and are
experienced in providing these services.

• We will start working on the actual transition in January where we will provide a current membership list and they will start getting us set-up in

their system. Our Treasurer will be trained on how to access their on-line system and by March 1st, we will be up and running.
• We expect this transition to be relatively seamless for you, our members. When we ask for payments in the Fall of 2014, we will provide details on

how to pay via Minnesota Community Foundation.

Thanks for your support as we make this transition! Minnesota Community Foundation is excited to partner with us!
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