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Hello Giving WoMN,

Thanks to all members for another great year!

• While our fiscal year-end is December, our operating year begins and end ends each
May with our Annual Meeting, which took place Tuesday evening. We had a great

year and have a busy and exciting year in front of us! 

• Thanks to everyone who attended and brought guests to last Tuesday's meeting. We

had an outstanding turnout with approximately 70 people attending.  This included
approximately 17 guests and 10 grantee representatives.  Thanks to Amy Babcock and
the Engage and Educate Team who did a fantastic job of putting together our Annual

Meeting event.

• Thanks to our grant recipients for confirming why we chose to make collective grants to
them. Their presentations were again inspiring! They are truly making a difference in our

Community. 

• Thanks to our sponsors Brave New Workshop for providing the venue free of charge and
to Merrill Lynch for covering $1,500 of the cost of the event.

• Since inception we have given out over $825,000 in grants. How awesome! See the
article below for our "March to a Million" intiative. 

• Thanks also to our outgoing Board members who have been terrific friends and assets

to our organization. Welcome to our new Board members who have volunteered
going forward. 

• We have successfully completed our transition and are now a charitable fund under
Minnesota Community Foundation. They will be collecting all of our contributions and
making our disbursements for us - specifically our grants. We are under their 501(c)3 and

are included under their insurance for events like our Annual meeting. 

• As you know, we don't require any personal participation of members, but if you want
to get involved, we welcome all members to volunteer in any way that you desire and

are able. We have lots of opportunities to help with small group gatherings, other
Engage and Educate events and on our Grants Team. Please see the articles below for
more details. 

• And finally, nominations are now OPEN for candidates for February 2015 grants from us.
Please see the article below for the details about how to submit your nominations. 

I look forward to another great year for GIVING WoMN. Thanks to everyone for being a

member and for helping our organization get stronger every day. I am very excited to part of
this great organization and look forward to serving you as President for another year.

Thank you!

Laura Dale

President, GIVING WoMN

Nominations are open!  Please submit your recommended Twin Cities serving non-profits. 

Please submit your nominations NOW for organizations to consider for funding for our next Grants Cycle!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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The new grants cycle has officially begun, and your GIVING WoMN Grants Committee is starting it's work for granting awards in February
of 2015. We need your recommendations beginning May 7 and before end of day June 30, 2014 for organizations to consider for

 funding.

REMEMBER: ONLY ORGANIZATIONS RECOMMENDED BY GIVING WoMN MEMBERS CAN BE INCLUDED IN THE GRANT EVALUATION PROCESS!

If you would like to recommend an organization(s), please use the following information:

WHAT? Eligibility criteria for organizations to be considered for GIVING WoMN funding:

1. Recommendation from a GIVING WoMN member.
2. Deliver services in one or more of the following areas: health, education, human services.

3. Qualify as tax-exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the IRS code.
4. Serve the greater St. Paul/Minneapolis 7 county area.

5. Have not received a grant from GIVING WoMN during the 3 previous GW grant cycles.

[Organizations and projects currently ineligible for another GIVNG WoMN grant include:Ampersand Families, Genesis II for Families,

Project Homeless Connect (under MN Family Housing Fund), Walk-In Counseling Center, Women's Advocates, Avenues for Homeless
Youth, CommonBond Communities, Greater Minneapolis Crisis Nursery, Northside Achievement Zone (NAZ), Oasis for Youth, Our Lady of
Peace Home, The Banyan Community, Courage Kenny Rehabilitation Institute, Friends of Ascension Catholic Grade School, Open Arms

MN, Simpson Housing Services, Serve Minnesota, Volunteers of America MN]

HOW? Submit up to 2 organizations, in your ranked order to grantscommittee@GIVINGWoMN.org   on or before Monday, June 30, 2014.
Include:

1.  The name and address of the organization.
2.  Website address for the organization.

3.  Name and phone number and/or email of a key contact (i.e. Executive Director or Development Director) to ensure that we
contact the correct organization.

4. If the organization is part of a larger organization, also include the larger organization's information.

Note: ALL recommendations ranked first by members will be included in our process. If we do not have a minimum number (defined as
2-3 times the estimated number of organizations to be funded) of grantee candidates, we will also include all second choice

organizations recommended by members.

WHERE? Looking for information about non-profits in the greater St. Paul/Minneapolis metropolitan area? Try these
websites: www.ag.state.mn.us/ or www.guidestar.org.

WHEN? Please submit your nomination by June 30, 2014.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Also, if you are interested in joining the Grants Team, please contact us.

All members are welcome to participate!  
Our work begins late August, meetings begin in September and most of our work takes place September - November.  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sue Gage                                                             Wendy Lundsgaard 
Co-Chair Grants Committee                 Co-Chair Grants Committee

Suzanne58@comcast.net  wendylpalk@gmail.com

March to a Million Initiative

Tuesday evening at our annual meeting, Teresa Pfister, a founding member of Giving WoMN, proposed a challenge for us to make an
even bigger difference in our community.  The Challenge is called March to a Million. The goal is to bring our giving total to $1 million
dollars in celebration our 10 year anniversary of grant making.  To do this we need to raise approximately $175,000 through normal

member contributions and additional contributions. At 100 members, we would raise $100,000, so we will need to raise an additional
$75,000.

Teresa quoted Vincent Van Gogh : "What would life be if we had no courage to attempt anything?" She reminded us that we are all
women who have courage to attempt big things, as we have already proven through our giving, recruiting, educating and nurturing
philanthropy.

Following is an excerpt from Teresa's talk:

We Giving WoMN believe we have the power to affect change. We believe we have the power to make a difference.  We also
believe that what one woman can do well, a group of women can do really really well!

In 2004, we started as a small group of women who embraced the concept of women's collective philanthropy and who
doggedly persevered to organize the group. We began with 63 founding members who believed in our idea and who collectively
made our first grants to make a difference in our community.

We have made a BIG difference over the past nine years... over an $825,000 difference ...  in grants made to a wide variety of non-
profits in our community.  You'll find them listed on our website ( GIVINGWoMN.org).  And now, lets all work together do something even

bigger!
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Here's specifically what we're thinking:

Members will be sent a letter asking for an additional contribution over and above your usual annual contribution of $1,000 for grants

and $100 for administration.  There is no set amount suggested or any requirement to contribute.

Another way to reach our goal is to increase membership. Do this by inviting a new woman to join Giving WoMN.  Think of that as

doubling your contribution.  Better yet, invite 2 or 3 or more new women!

Thank you so much Teresa for heading up this initiative! And thank you also to her fantastic committee: Mary Frey, Gail Buuck, Lynn

Giovannelli  and Jackie Fallenstein. We welcome other members who would like to help us. And always feel free to voice your good
ideas!!

Introducing the 2014 - 2015 GIVING WoMN Board of Directors

We are pleased to introduce, or re-introduce our 2014 - 2015 Board of Directors.  We are including photos of each of them below, so
that you can put a face to the name.  The board members all hope to greet each of you, but that is not always possible - so please

introduce yourselves if you recognize one of them at a GW event.  A brief biography of each board member can be found in the
following attachment.  GW Board of Directors.

Thank You Outgoing GIVING WoMN Board Members

We would like to extend a heart felt thank you to the officers who are rotating off of the Board for their dedication and contributions to

our organization.  Renee Kessler completed two terms - four years as Vice President.  Meleah Follen most recently completed a 2 year
term as Co-Chair of the Grants Committee.  These women leave a positive mark on our organization and we thank you for your time
and talents!
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Volunteer Opportunities

As you know, GIVING WoMN is run by volunteers....us!  We welcome all members to volunteer for as much or as little as you like.  Please
consider volunteering since our volunteer members help us to keep costs down, so more money can go toward grants.  We have lots of
opportunities to help with small group gatherings, event planning, our membership initiative and on our Grants Team.

Engage and Educate Team
New members are welcome on the Engage and Educate committee. The purpose of this group is to focus on increasing and

maintaining membership, to lead education events, and to coordinate volunteer participation.  We are specifically looking for
volunteers in the following areas: Program Manager and Venue Manager for any of the four events we put on throughout the year.  We
are always looking for venue volunteers for upcoming programs, even if just to help on the day of an event. You will have support of

fellow team members for sharing ideas, skills, time and talents. 

Grants Team
The Grants Team will be adding volunteers again for our process that will start with Grants Team meetings in September.  It is not too
early to volunteer and both new and existing members are welcome. No experience is required!

It's easy to volunteer! If you are interested in a volunteer opportunity, or if you just want more information, please contact Amy Babcock
at amy.babcock@ml.com for any Engage and Educate or Events, or Wendy Lundsgaard at wendylpalk@aol.com for Grants, or email
us at info@givingwomn.org.

Small Group Gatherings

We plan to continue our small group gatherings this spring. 

New Members who join before June 30 will be eligible to nominate an organization to receive a grant in February 2015!

Please consider hosting one of these fun and informative home gatherings. These are friendly small group settings to
introduce interested friends to GIVING WoMN.  Please help us to achieve our goal of growing membership this year - which
will translate into more grants to distribute!  One of the best ways to educate people about our organization is to host, or to
invite friends, to a small group event.  A representative from a previous grant recipient will speak with the group, which is
always inspirational. Light food, beverages and friendly conversation are also provided!  

If you want to join upcoming small group gatherings by bringing a friend or by helping the hostesses, here is the schedule:
May 8: - Eagan - Hosted by Sue Gage - Former Grantee Attending: Avenues for Homeless Youth

May 22 - Lakeville - Hosted by Jennifer Trochlil - Former Grantee Attending: Greater Minneapolis Crisis Nursery

June TBD - St. Louis Park - Hosted by Lynn Giovannelli - Former Grantee - TBD.

Please contact one of the hostesses directly (see link to our roster and email addresses provided to members in article
below) or Amy Babcock at amybabcock@ml.com if you would like to attend or help with one of these events or if you are
interested in hosting a small group gathering.

GIVING WoMN on the Web....and LIKE us on Facebook and on LinkedIn

We keep posts and the calendar updated on our website and post copies of newsletters. It also has membership
information for potential new members as well as information for existing member annual doncations. Check it out
at: www.givingwomn.org.

Also, you can find us at Facebook by clicking this link: GIVING WoMN Facebook Page. If you are a Facebook user and have not yet
"liked" our page, please do.

Photos from our Annual Meeting, and other events will be posted soon on our website and on Facebook.

We also have created a LinkedIn page, so if you are a LinkedIn user, you will find us at: Linkedin.

This email was sent to julie1146@mac.com by info@givingwomn.org |
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

GIVING WoMN | 3915 Golden Valley Rd | Phone: (612) 232-0299 | Minneapolis | MN | 55422

Page 4 of 4May 2014 GW News & Grant Nominations are OPEN

7/28/2014https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1117294795234&format=html&printFrame=true


