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Welcome to new members and thanks to continuing members!  Together we are making a great

impact in our community. We currently have 104 members, our highest level ever!  Thanks to each
and every one of you we will have our largest grant pool ever at $104,000 as we vote this month and

deliver grants to our newest recipients in February.   

I wanted to share highlights of calendar year 2012, as well as some thoughts and plans for 2013.

Highlights of 2012:

• We had a great Annual Meeting last May where we got an update from outgoing President

Virginia Broberg as well as other updates including a Treasurer's report.  We also had the
pleasure of hearing from the February 2012 grant recipients.

• The Annual November Eye Opener was a great success with over 80 people attending.  We

heard from a panel of women regarding stories of philanthropy and had a chance to reflect
on our own philanthropy.

• We heard updates from our past grant recipients at an October event held at Courage Center

as well as several small group gatherings at members' homes.  We will hear from our final prior
recipient CornerHouse at the February 12, 2013 event at their site.

• The small group gatherings are a great way to introduce potential new members to our

organization.  We held four small group gatherings where we introduced Giving WoMN and a
prior grant recipient reported on how our funds were used.  All four gatherings were very
successful and were the main way we attracted our 19 new members!

• I attended a national conference in the fall where 32 collective giving organizations were
represented.  I learned a lot including an important a statistic that the average annual turn-
over in collective giving organizations is around 20%.  I am happy to report that we only had 17

members retire which is less than 17%.  Moving was one of the primary reasons for retiring.  This
underscores the need to continue to invite guests to our gatherings, so keep up the great work!

 Plans for 2013:

• Voting for our February 2013 grantees will take place later this month.  You will receive your

ballot via email.
• Our next event is on February 12th at CornerHouse where we will hear how CornerHouse used

our February 2011 grant, as well as learning the results of our voting.

• We will have our Annual Meeting on Tuesday May 7th at Brave New Workshop in downtown
Minneapolis. Mark your calendars and come meet our newest grant recipients. 

• We will have our February 2012 grant recipients report back to us at Courage Center and other

locations later this year.  Dates to be determined.
• Our annual Eye Opener education event will be Saturday morning November 9th.  
• We would like to have about eight small group gatherings at members' homes in 2013.  I

learned at the national conference that these gatherings are the most effective way to recruit
new members and that it takes 2.1 people attending to obtain one new member on average.
For example, the largest giving circle at the conference has 500 members and hosts

approximately 30 gatherings each year.   Please let me know if you are willing to host a
gathering and please attend and bring friends to those gatherings that are convenient for
you.   

• We have a very buttoned up and replicable grants process.  We are working on replication of
the engage and educate process for education and membership events and activities.  If

anyone would like to participate on the Engage and Educate Team or even help out in any
capacity at one of our events, please contact me or any Board member. 

In closing, I want to say thank you!  Together we are having a great impact in our community and we
couldn't do it without each and every one of you. We are 104 strong! Thank you and Happy New
Year!   

Laura Dale
GIVING WoMN President

Vote for Grantees Next Week; Watch for the Email 
Our 2012/2013 grants process is to our most exciting time of year.  In eight years of funding, GIVING WoMN has made grants in excess of $611,000

toward helping our community. Similar to last year, the minimum community organization grant for 2012 will be $10,000 with a likely grant range from
$10,000 to $25,000. The actual grantees and grant amounts will be determined by you during our GIVING WoMN membership vote in January. 



GIVING WoMN grants for our 2012/2013 cycle will be announced at our Education Event at CornerHouse on Tuesday February 12th (CLICK HERE to
see GW Calendar)and distributed to organizations by the end of February. 

Our annual ballot will be distributed via email next week.  We will ask that all members vote ASAP, but no later than midnight on Monday February
4th. We again will use SurveyMonkey for our voting and will have downloadable reading materials about each grantee.  If you need a manual ballot

please email us at info@givingwomn.org or call Rose Adams at 763-520-0296.

If you do NOT see your ballot email by January 20th, please contact us at info@givingwomn.org or Barb Pjevach at brpjevach@earthlink.net.  We

have everyone's email address, but sometimes emails get snagged in spam filters.  We want to ensure that every member receives this important
communication and has the opportunity to vote. 

Welcome New GIVING WoMN Members
Thank you to everyone who has introduced friends and family to GIVING WoMN.   Please welcome the seven new GIVING WoMN who have joined us

since our last newsletter.

Trina Bloemendaal

Tobi Kalish
Anne Morgan
Sandra Sponem

Terry Thelemann
Maureen Vischer
Susan Weins

Thanks for joining us and we all look forward to meeting you!

GIVING WoMN Winter Gathering - February 12, 2013
Announcement of 2013 Grantees!
Please save the date for our Tuesday, February 12, 2013 education gathering scheduled at
CornerHouse, a past grant recipient.  This will be a great  opportunity to learn about this important

community resource AND to see how GIVING WoMN funds have been put to good use.  

For our service project, CornerHouse would appreciate donations to their children's play area.

The play area is a major resource for the children who come for interviews. They are often scared
and uncomfortable and the rapport building process happens in the play area while they are
waiting for their forensic interview. New toys and supplies are always needed.  Here is a link to the

wish list provided by CornerHouse. (Wish List)  If anyone wishes to donate something which is not on
the list, please note that CornerHouse cannot use any fantastical type of games or toys. All toys

must be reality-based. This is because the kids need to know that at CornerHouse they only talk
about/play with things which are "real".

In addition, we will announce which organizations/projects will receive grants from us at the end of February, and of course we will have time for
some friendly socializing and refreshments.

An invitation will be emailed before the end of January, but in the meantime, please mark your calendar and invite any friends whom you think may
enjoy the event.

Mark your Calendars for our Annual Meeting at Brave New Workshop on Tuesday May 7, 2013 

The date and location of our annual meeting have been set!  Come to meet and socialize with your fellow GIVING WoMN members and meet
representatives from all of our February 2013 grantees.  This meeting is always fun and inspiring as we hear how all of our newest grantees are putting
our grants to work in our community.  Remember guests are always welcome.

As our Grants cycle closes with this Annual Meeting, our new cycle begins!  As you know, only organizations nominated by you a member can enter

our process for next year's grants.  This next nomination cycle will open on May 7, 2013 with our Annual Meeting and will close at the end of June.   

Want to Connect with Fellow Members? 
A Roster is Coming in Q1 2013
We plan to publish a GIVING WoMN roster early in 2013. We have had many member requests so we can connect and even carpool with other
members. Note that we will be publishing the roster by emailing it directly ONLY to members. It will include name, email and home phone and will
specify that it is not to be used for group solicitation of any kind.  We will NOT put the roster on our website to protect member privacy and contact

information.

If you do NOT want to be included in that published roster, please email us at info@givingwomn.org by January 31, 2013.  Note if you already told us

last spring in our member survey that you preferred to remain anonymous, we are already aware of that request and will confirm with you by the end
of January 2013. 

GIVING WoMN on the Web....and LIKE us on Facebook
We have updated our website and are working to keep posts and the calendar updated. Check it out at www.givingwomn.org

Also, you can find us at Facebook by clicking this link:  GIVING WoMN Facebook Page. If you are a Facebook user and have not yet
"liked" our page, please do! If we get enough likes, we can get a simplified web address to use in the future!
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