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Hello Giving WoMN:

Hopefully all of you had a great summer and are enjoying this beautiful fall.

Thank you for being a part of this organization and for all your contributions. Here's a brief
update about what's been happening: 

• Both the Grants Committee and the Engage and Educate committee are in full swing
and doing great work. If you want to join one of these committees, just let us know. 
Everyone is welcome.

• By now you have probably heard of our March to a Million goal. Since this year will be

our 10th anniversary we hope to raise $175,000 - which would include contributions of
$100,000 from our approximately 100 members, plus an additional $75,000 through
additional contributions and new member contributions. Teresa Pfister and Mary Frey
and their committee are leading our March to a Million effort. Any and all help in
meeting this goal is greatly appreciated.

• Information on member contributions will be distributed in the next week.
• We have a couple of upcoming membership gatherings and I encourage you to

attend and consider bringing a friend. 

• Mark your calendar for the Annual Eye-Opener coming up on November 8
th

.

Laura Dale
GIVING WoMN President 

Recap Of Fall Education Event at CommonBond Communities

Thanks to everyone who attended our Fall Education Event at CommonBond Communities. It was a great evening and enjoyed by all
attendees!

Here are some highlights:

• The event was held at the CommonBond headquarters. Both CommonBond and Our Lady
of Peace discussed the results of the grants they received from GIVING WoMN in February
2013. Approximately 20 people attended.

• CommonBond reported that our grant was used for two additional days in their Pre-K
Literacy Program at one of their housing facilities. When comparing the enhanced
program results with the program results where the additional days were not available,
CommonBond saw a measured increase in kindergarten readiness. 

• Our Lady of Peace provides hospice services. They showed a video of their services with hospice patient relatives talking about
the important impact of their work. Our Lady of Peace used our grant to start a program to provide hospice services for children. 

Thanks also to our volunteers who helped organize and run the event: Amy Babcock, Heather O'Connor, Renee Kessler, Renee
Macomber, and Mara Milne.

Small Group Gatherings Coming Up - Join Us

Please consider hosting or attending one of these fun and informative home gatherings.
Friendly small group settings are a great place to introduce interested friends to GIVING WoMN.  Please help us
achieve our goal of growing membership this year - which will translate into more grants to distribute and also help
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us reach our March to a Million goal! One of the best ways to educate others about our organization is to host, or
to invite friends, to a small group event.  A representative from a previous grant recipient will speak with the group,
which is always inspirational. Light food, beverages and friendly conversation are also provided.  

If you want to join upcoming small group gatherings by bringing a friend or by helping the hostesses, here is the
current schedule:

• Tuesday October 14 - Bloomington: Hosted by Barb Pjevach, Laura Dale, Amy Biewen, and Vicky
Slomiany with past grantee speaker from Walk-In Counseling Center. If you would like to attend, email us
at info@givingwomn.org or call any of the hostesses. Barb's home phone is 952-829-9016.  

• Tuesday October 21 - Hopkins: Hosted by Renee Macomber and Judy Takkunen with a past grantee speaker from Oasis for
Youth. If you would like to attend, email us at info@givingwomn.org or call Renee at 952-933-2146.

Please contact Heather O'Connor at heatherryan01@gmail.com if you are interested in hosting a small group gathering.

Eye-Opener
Sixth Annual GIVING WoMN Eye-Opener on Saturday November 8, 2014

We are very excited about how our Eye-Opener is taking shape.  It will again be held at The Minikahda Club with registration beginning
at 8:30 am, a tasty breakfast, beautiful view and excellent content.

This year, we have chosen the important topic of Sex-Trafficking and are busy
forming a great panel of notable experts. This social issue is more prevalent in the
Twin Cities than many think and we look forward to providing an "eye-opening"
experience for members and guests.

Speakers will include:

• Lauren Ryan, Minnesota's Statewide Safe Harbor Director
• Sargeant Grant Snyder, who leads the Minneapolis Police Department's anti-

trafficking efforts
• Michele McKenzie, Director of Advocacy from The Advocates for Human

Rights
• A speaker from Breaking Free, an organization that assists survivors of trafficking in Minnesota  

Please invite friends and mark your calendar.  Invitations that you can forward to friends will be sent out early this month. In the
meantime, if you would like to register, here is the registration link: http://www.givingwomn.org/?p=733 . You can also RSVP by emailing
your and your guests RSVP to info@givingwomn.org.

If you interested in helping with this event in any way, please contact Amy Babcock at amy.babcock@ml.com

March to a Million Update

We have many opportunities to support our MARCH TO A MILLION goal of distributing over a MILLION dollars in grants cumulatively,  in
celebration of 10 years since our inception and 10 years of assisting Twin Cities non-profit service organizations. 

During the past 10 years, we have made grants totaling over $827,000 in our community. If we reach our
average annual approximate membership contributions of $100,000 this fall, we anticipate bringing our
grants total to over $925,000.  

As we announced at our Annual Meeting in May, some of our members asked what it would take to

reach a total of $1 million dollars donated cumulatively as of this coming February, our 10th anniversary.
 To meet this goal, we would like to raise approximately an additional $75,000.

Here is how every member can help:

1. Renew your membership for 2015.
2. Bring a new member to Giving WoMN. If every member brings a new member into the organization, we will easily surpass our goal.
3. Please consider a one-time contribution above and beyond the regular $1100 for membership. Any amount will help us get closer

to our goal.

Here are opportunities to introduce individuals to our organization:

1. Invite people to the Eye-Opener in November.
2. Host a Small Group Gathering with appetizers and beverages at your home where a past grant recipient can share the impact of

our grant with your friends.
3. Invite interested women to have a personal conversation with you or if you would like, one of our board members.

Wouldn't it be extraordinary to say that we, collectively have helped our community non-profits serve others with $1 Million in only 10
short years? Let's do it!
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If you have any questions or need any help with spreading our message, please contact a GIVING WoMN Board member, or any
member of the March to a Million Committee: Theresa Pfister, Mary Frey, Mina Harrigan, Lynn Giovanelli, Gail Buuck, and Jackie
Fallenstein.

Grants Team Update

Our 2014/2015 grants process is well under way in our 10th year of funding.  Since inception, GIVING WoMN has made grants of
more than $825,000 to help our community. Similar to last year, the minimum community organization grant for 2014 will be $10,000
with a likely grant range from $10,000 to $30,000. The actual amounts will be determined by our GIVING WoMN membership vote in
January and the total size of our pooled fund of contributions. GIVING WoMN grants for our 2014/2015 cycle will be announced and
distributed in February 2015.

As a reminder, in addition to some smaller grants as in the past, we also aspire to make at least one slightly larger grant to the
organization/program that receives the most GIVING WoMN membership votes in January. So, please continue to tell all of your
friends about our work. The more members we have, the more we can give and the larger impact we can make on our community!

This year we began our grants process with 29 terrific community organizations recommended by members. Using our Letter of
Inquiry (LOI) criteria, the grants committee thoroughly evaluated each of the LOI proposals. As a result of this difficult process, the
following 16 community organizations have been invited to submit a full grant proposal to us by late October.  

• Boys and Girls Clubs of the Twin Cities
• Cookie Cart
• Free Arts Minnesota
• Genesys Works - Twin Cities
• Hammer Residences
• KIPP Stand Academy (KIPP Minnesota)
• People Serving People
• Reve Academy
• Store to Door
• Teens Alone
• The Arc Greater Twin Cities(Lifetime Assistance Program)
• The Camden Promise
• The Link
• Voyageur Outward Bound School - Twin Cities Center
• Way to Grow
• Youth Frontiers

Thanks to our members for your recommended organizations.
The grants committee looks forward to site visits to all 16
organizations in late October and early November. Remember,
if your nominated organization is not selected for funding this
year, it will be eligible to be recommended by you again next year.

Also, thank you to our members who have volunteered to serve on the Grants Committee this Fall/Winter: Co-Chairs: Wendy
Lundsgaard and Sue Gage; Julie Anderson, Amy Biewen, Trina Bloemendaal, Ruth Bowman, Suzy Cossette, Meleah Follen, Kathy
Geske, Alexandrine Harris, Sheila Hayes, Cindy Holker, Melissa Johnson, Patty Jorgensen, Kathy Parten, Barb Pjevach, Vicky Slomiany,
Nancy Sousa, Maureen Vischer and Kate White.  

Please contact Wendy Lundsgaard (wendylpalk@aol.com) or Sue Gage (suzanne58@comcast.net) if you have any questions or
concerns.

Time for Our Annual Contributions

It is that time of year again! A dues notice will be sent out to the membership the week of October 6.  Annual membership
contributions of $1100 are due before November 30, so that we know how much is available for grants.  The dues notice will include
instructions on how to remit your contribution as well as instructions on how to update your contact information, if necessary. 

March to a Million Note: Contributions in excess of $1100 this year as a part of our March to a Million initiative will be applied 100% to
grants.  

If you would like more information today, you can go to the current member annual contribution information page on our website
at: http://www.givingwomn.org/joinus/current-member-annual-contribution-information/.
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