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Hi Everyone:

We have a lot going on as we move into fall.

• Great news - the recommendation that GIVING WoMN operate as a Community Fund under
the Minnesota Community Foundation beginning in March 2014 was ratified! It was unanimous
with those who voted. Thanks for taking time to vote. We are confident this is a great solution

going forward.

• We have a number of upcoming small group membership events over the next couple of

months as well as the Eye Opener on Saturday November 9th.

• It is time for all of us to pay our member contributions of $1,100. You will be getting an email
within the next week with instructions for paying. We are asking everyone to pay in October if
possible, and if not, by the end of November. It is helpful to the Grants team to know the size of

the Grant pool, so your cooperation in paying quickly is really appreciated.

Since inception, GIVING WoMN has given out grants of more than $715,000.  Thanks to all of you for
being part of this great organization; together we are making an amazing impact in our community!

I appreciate the opportunity to serve you as President and invite any feedback. My work number is
651-994-9939. Let's have another great year!

Laura Dale

President, GIVING WoMN

Fiscal Agent Proposal Passed by GIVING WoMN Members
GIVING WoMN will operate as a Community Fund under the Minnesota Community Foundation beginning March 2014

We are very pleased with the outcome of this important decision. Thank you members who took the time to vote for

this proposal.  And a big thank you to our members who worked on the Fiscal Agent Ratification team:  Teresa
Pfister, Jennifer Trochlil, Laura Dale, Renee Kessler, Alex Harris, Meleah Follen and Barb Pjevach. 

Your contributions this year will be distributed as in previous years, as outlined in the Grants Team Update article.
 The change will occur in March 2014.

Annual Eye Opener - Mark Your Calendars for November 9, 2013, at 8:30 am      

Please plan to attend, and to invite guests, to our fifth annual Eye Opener on Saturday morning, November 9 at The Minikahda Club.  The format and
timingwill be similar to last year with some great opportunities to socialize with fellow GIVINGWoMN members and their guests, learn about an

important topic affecting our community and enjoy a delicious breakfast.  It is NOT too early to start inviting guests so that they block their calendars.
You will be receiving the invitation next week!

Our theme this year will be:

Aging with Dignity and The Challenges of a Growing Senior Population

Rajean P. Moone, Ph.D will be our keynote speaker. He will discuss demographics and economic shifts as well as society and individual challenges

and opportunities.

Dr. Moone holds a BA in psychology from the College of Saint Scholastica, and a MS degree in gerontology from Saint Cloud State University.  In

addition he holds a nursing home administrator's license in Minnesota.  He has worked for two area agencies on aging and the Minnesota Board on
Aging.  Currently Dr. Moone teaches at the University of Minnesota, University of Saint Thomas, provides consultation to aging and disability service
providers, manages the aging and disability projects at Greater Twin Cities United Way and serves on the Boards of the Minnesota Gerontological
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Society and Training to Serve.  He was recently appointed an Atlantic Philanthropies Health and Aging Policy/American Political Science Association
Congressional Fellow.

Our panel members include:

• Elizabeth Hagstrom, Common Bond Communities 
• Iris Freeman, Vulnerable Adult Justice Project
• Mareen Davidson, Living at Home Block Club

Topics covered will include protecting seniors from abuse, promoting at home living, promoting exercise and nutrition,
and research care and support for individuals and family members. There will also be a Q&A session.

This promises to be another eye opening event with lots of interesting and educational information. So plan to join us
November 9.  The invitation for you and your guests will be emailed out the week of November 7, but in the meantime, if you are ready to register,

please do so on our website RSVP system by CLICKING HERE or email us at info@givingwomn.org with your name and the names of any guests.            

Grants Team Update 

Our 2013/2014 grants process is well under way in our ninth year of funding.  Since inception, GIVING WoMN has given out grants of more

than $715,000 helping our community. Similar to last year, the minimum community organization grant for 2013 will be $10,000 with a likely grant range
from $10,000 to $20,000. The actual amounts will be determined by our GIVING WoMN membership vote in January and the total size of our pooled

fund of contributions received this December. GIVING WoMN grants for our 2013/2014 cycle will be announced and distributed in February 2014.

As a reminder, in addition to some smaller grants as in the past, we also aspire to make at least one larger grant at $20,000 or greater to the

organization/program that receives the most GIVING WoMN membership votes in January. So, continue to tell all of your friends about our work. The
more members we have, the more we can give and the larger impact we can make on our community!

This year we began our grants process with 22 terrific community organizations recommended by members, in addition to three excellent Courage
Kenny Rehabilitation Institute programs. Using our Letter of Inquiry (LOI) criteria, the grants committee thoroughly evaluated each of the LOI

proposals. From this process, the following 13 community organizations have been invited to submit a full grant proposal to us by late October.  

•  The Arc Greater Twin Cities - Voices Against Violence Program
• Ascension Catholic School - After School Project
• The Banyan Community

• Campfire Minnesota
• Eagan and Lakeville Resource Centers
• Family Enhancement Center

• Neighborhood House
• Neighborhood Involvement Program Community Clinic
• Open Arms Minnesota

• Serve Minnesota
• Simpson Housing Services
• VEAP Minnesota

• Volunteers of America Minnesota - Amicus (Radius Program)

 In addition, the following two Courage Kenny Rehabilitation Institute programs are being evaluated:

• Drivers Assessment Program
• Care Coordination Program

Thanks to our members for your recommended organizations! The grants committee looks forward to site visits to all thirteen organizations and

Courage Kenny Rehabilitation Institute in late October and early November. Remember, if your recommended organization is not selected for
funding this year, they are eligible to be recommended by you again next year.

Also, thank you to our members who have volunteered to serve on the Grants Committee this Fall/Winter: Co-Chairs: Meleah Follen and Wendy
Lundsgaard; Julie Anderson, Amy Biewen, Ruth Bowman, Suzy Cossette, Sue Gage, Kathy Geske, Sheila Hayes, Cindy Holker, Patty Jorgensen, Kathy
Parten, Barb Pjevach, Karen Polzin, and Vicky Slomiany.  

Please contact Meleah Follen (meleahf@hotmail.com) or Wendy Lundsgaard (wendylpalk@aol.com) if you have any questions or concerns.

Small Group Membership Gatherings

Please consider inviting friends to attend one of two home gatherings being held this fall. These are friendly small group settings to introduce
interested friends to GIVING WoMN. We have a goal of growing our membership this year - which translates into more grants to 

distribute!  One of the best ways to educate people about our organization is to host, or to invite
friends, to a small group event.  Light food , beverages and friendly conversation are also provided!      

The following two events are coming up soon: Cindy Holker's home in Edina with co-host Sharon Link on

October 7, and Amy Babcock's home on November 5. 

Please contact the event hostess at their email address if you and your guests would like to attend one of these events. 

Cindy Holker: ca_holker@me.com

Amy Babcock: amy.babcock@ml.com

Please contact Mara Milne at maramilne@gmail.com or 612-889-9576 if you have interest in hosting a fun evening for you and your friends.
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Recap of Education Event at Courage Kenny Rehabilitation Institute - September 19, 2013

Our annual fall education event was held on September 19 at the Courage Kenny Rehabilitation Institute (formerly known as Courage Center). 
The following 3 previous grantees shared with us how our funding has impacted their organizations: 

• Michelle Chalmers from Ampersand Families                                                                                                                    
• Nancy Carlson from the Courage Kenny with their project on Pain, Sleep and Depression  

•
Matthew Ayres from Project Homeless Connect. 

We are always inspired by learning about the good work being done in our community due to grants from GIVING WoMN!
A very big thank you to the volunteers who were involved in this event: Jennifer Trochlil, Ashley Allen, Amy Babcock, Mara

Milne, Rose Adams and Renee Macomber.  We were happy to see 33 in attendance enjoying the wonderful food,
conversation and hearing from our speakers.

Volunteer Opportunities

Volunteers are needed for the day of the November 9th Eye Opener Event.  Please contact Amy Babcock at 612-

242-9037 to express your interest.

We are looking for:

2 volunteers for the registration table
3 volunteers for the welcoming committee
2 volunteers for setup

2 volunteers for cleanup

Engage and Educate Team
We also welcome members to join this committee.  The purpose of the Engage and Educate team is to focus on membership, lead education
events, and coordinate volunteer participation.  We are always looking for venue volunteers for upcoming programs.  You will have support of fellow

team members for sharing ideas, skills, time and talents.

It's easy to volunteer! If you are interested in volunteer opportunity or even if you just want more information, please contact Mara Milne at

maramilne@gmail.com for any Engage and Educate or Events or Meleah Follen at meleahf@hotmail.com for Grants, or email us
at  info@givingwomn.org.

Time for Your Annual Contributions! 

It is that time of year again!  A dues notice will be sent out to the membership the week of October 8.  We like to see your contribution by October 31,

2013, or by the end of November at the latest, so that we know how much is available for grants.  The dues notice will contain instructions on how to remit

your contribution as well as instructions on how to update your contact information, if necessary.  If you would like more information today, you can go to

the current member annual contribution information page on our website at:  http://www.givingwomn.org/joinus/current-member-annual-

contribution-information/.
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