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Hello GIVING WoMN members,

It is a very busy time of year for us! In addition to the normal end of year
challenges and holiday hustle and bustle, we at GIVING WoMN are also
keeping busy...

1. Our annual contributions of $1,100 are due.  Again a reminder to
pay as soon as possible, so the Grants team will know the size of the
grant pool. In addition, please remember our "March to a Million"
initiative. Any additional one-time contributions would be greatly
appreciated. To date, we have collected $17,000 towards our
$75,000 goal.  Together we can raise the additional funds needed
to get us to a Million Dollars of Giving in our 10th anniversary year. 

2. The Eye Opener education event on November 8th, was a great
success.  This Eye Opener was the best attended to date, with 95
people, including a large number of guests.

3. The Grants Team is very busy with site visits and due diligence,
reviewing all of our full grant proposal candidates. It is always
inspiring to get to know our nominated organizations during this
process.

4. Our small group gatherings have been fun and have introduced
some new members to our organization. If you have not yet
brought a friend to one of these events or think you may be able to
host a gathering, there are still opportunities!

5. I want to welcome all of our new members who joined this summer
and fall: Jennifer Anderson, Suzanne Brixius, Nancy Durkee,
Kathleen Longo, Beth May, Charlene Berg Murphy, Kate Thul, Karen
Trouba, and Mary Weber. We will be holding our First Annual New
Member Brunch on January 17, 2015. More details will be coming!

Thanks to everyone who is helping with all of our activities. See the
articles below for additional details.  

Since inception, GIVING WoMN has awarded grants of more than
$825,000.  Thanks to all of you for being part of this great organization;
together we are having an amazing impact in our community!

I appreciate the opportunity to serve you as President and invite any
feedback. My work number is 651-994-9939. Let's have another great
year!

Laura Dale, President, GIVING WoMN 

Annual Contributions Are Now Due

It is that time of year again! A dues notice was sent out to all members in October.  Annual membership
contributions of $1100 are due before November 30, so that we know how much is available for grants.  The
dues notice included  instructions about how to remit your contribution as well as instructions about how to
update your contact information, if necessary. 

March to a Million Note: Contributions in excess of $1100 this year as a part of our March to a Million
initiative will be applied 100% to grants.  

If you would like more information, you can go to the current member annual contribution information
page on our website at: http://www.givingwomn.org/joinus/current-member-annual-contribution-information/.
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We Continue to March to A Million!

As you know by now, we have a goal of distributing over a MILLION dollars in grants cumulatively,  in
celebration of 10 years since our inception and 10 years of assisting Twin Cities non-profit service
organizations. 
During the past 10 years, we have made grants
totaling over $825,000 in our community. So,
to surpass $1,000,000 cumulative, we need to
raise $175,000. If we reach our average annual
approximate membership contributions of
$100,000 this fall, we anticipate bringing our
grants total to over $925,000, so please help us
to reach $1,000,000.  

Here is how every member can help:

1. Renew your membership for 2015.
2. Bring a new member to Giving WoMN. If

every member brings a new member into
the organization, we will easily surpass our
goal.

3. Please consider a one-time contribution above and beyond the regular $1100 for membership. Any
amount will help us get closer to our goal.

Thank you to those of you who have already accepted this challenge with generosity!  To date we have
collected over  $84,000 towards our goal of $175,000.  We still have a ways to go, and encourage you to let
us know what your intentions are to help us reach this goal.  It will be extraordinary to say that we,
collectively have helped our community non-profits serve others with $1 Million in only 10 short years.  Let's
do it!

If you have any questions or need any help with spreading our message, please contact a GIVING WoMN
Board member, or any member of the March to a Million Committee: Theresa Pfister, Mary Frey, Mina
Harrigan, Lynn Giovanelli, Gail Buuck, and Jackie Fallenstein. 

Sixth Annual Eye Opener - A Great Success!

The Annual Eye Opener event on November 8 was a great success with 95 members and guests in
attendance. The event was held at The Minikahda Club in Minneapolis and sponsored by
Minnesota Bank and Trust. Our generous sponsor hosted an elegant brunch and also donated
some lovely gift baskets.  

This year's event with the topic "Sex-Trafficking in Our Community" was an "eye-opening"
experience.  We heard how this issue is more prevalent in the Twin Cities than many think. We also
learned about ways that our community is helping to battle perpetrators and promote safe
haven and assistance for those who get trapped in the trafficking world. 

 Our engaging speakers included:

Joy Friedman, Training and Outreach Director, Breaking Free
Joy Friedman knows firsthand the importance of Breaking
Free's Women' Program.  After being trafficked as a teen and
after 27 years surviving "the life," she successfully completed
the Breaking Free program and began working on staff.  Joy
has extensive experience in providing services to women who
have been victimized in systems of prostitution.  Her personal
experiences gave great insight to this horrific crime against

women in our own community.

Michele Garnett McKenzie, Advocacy Delegate, The Advocates for Human Rights
Michelle Mc Kenzie has been on staff at The Advocates since 1999, and in her current role as
Advocacy Director, she is responsible for policy advocacy and community and coalition
engagement around The Advocates priority issues.  In 2011, Ms McKenzie successfully led The
Advocates effort to pass groundbreaking legislation protecting sexually exploited youth in the
State of Minnesota.  She shared many disturbing statistics with us, as well real life situations
happening right here in our community.

Danette Buskovick, Director of Training, Research and
Communications, MN Department of Public Safety Office of Justice
Programs
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Danette Buskovick has been the Statistical Analysis Center (SAC)
Director in the Minnesota Department of Public Safety Office of Justice
Programs (OJP) since 2005.  Danette has worked on a number of
research projects related to students in Minnesota's correctional facilities, human trafficking, and
crime victimization.  In 2012, she led a variety of stakeholders to develop a statewide victim-
services model for sex trafficked youth, called No Wrong Door, based on Safe Harbor for Sexually

Exploited Youth legislation, passed in 2011.

A special thanks to all of our speakers, to Amy Babcock and Heather
O'Connor who organized the event, our wonderful volunteers (Nan
Owen, Renee Macomber, Alex Harris, Renee Kessler, Nancy Sousa), and
our members and guests in attendance.

We are taking suggestions for next
year's Eye Opener topic. Please
reach out to
Amy aababcock@hotmail.com or
Heather
at heatherryan01@gmail.com for
suggestions.

Grants Team Update 

Our 2014/2015 grants process is well under way in our 10th year of funding.  Since inception, GIVING WoMN
has made grants of more than $825,000 helping our community. Similar to last year, the minimum
community organization grant will be $10,000 with a likely grant range from $10,000 to $30,000. 

The Grants Team site visits and due diligence process along with the total size of our pooled fund will
determine how many and which organizations will be finalists on the membership-wide  ballot.

GIVING WoMN grants for our 2014/2015 cycle will be announced and distributed in February 2015.

In addition to some smaller grants as in the past, we also aspire to make at least one slightly larger grant to
the organization/program that receives the most GIVING WoMN membership votes in January. So,
please continue to tell all of your friends about our work. The more members we have, the more we can
give and the larger impact we can make on our community!

This year we began our grants process with 29 terrific community organizations recommended by
members. Using our Letter of Inquiry (LOI) criteria, the grants committee thoroughly evaluated each of the
LOI proposals. As a result of this difficult process, the following 16 community organizations were invited and
have submitted full grant proposals. 

• Boys and Girls Clubs of the Twin Cities
• Cookie Cart
• Free Arts Minnesota
• Genesys Works - Twin Cities
• Hammer Residences
• KIPP Stand Academy (KIPP Minnesota)
• People Serving People
• Reve Academy
• Store to Door
• Teens Alone
• The Arc Greater Twin Cities(Lifetime Assistance

Program)
• The Camden Promise
• The Link
• Voyageur Outward Bound School - Twin Cities

Center
• Way to Grow
• Youth Frontiers

Thanks to our members for your recommended organizations. Remember, if your nominated organization is
not selected for funding this year, it will be eligible to be recommended by you again next year.
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REMEMBER: The GIVING WoMN membership-wide grant recipient vote will be held in late January 2015.
Keep your eyes open for the emailed ballot in late January. Member votes determine which organizations
will be funded in February AND the level of funding. Your votes count!

Please contact Wendy Lundsgaard (wendylpalk@aol.com)  or Sue Gage at suzanne58@comcast.net if you
have any questions or concerns.

GIVING WoMN Winter Education Event - February 10, 2015
And Announcement of 2015 Grantees

Please save the date for our Tuesday, February 10, 2014  This will be a great opportunity to learn about this important
community resource AND to see how GIVING WoMN funds have been put to good use. 

We plan to  incorporate a service project for this event, as well. 

In addition, at this event we will announce which organizations/projects will receiving grants from us at the end of
February.  And of course we will have some friendly socializing and refreshments.

An invitation will be coming in early January, but in the meantime, please mark your calendar and remember

that guests are always welcome!

Volunteer Opportunities

As you know, GIVING WoMN is run by volunteers....us!  We welcome all
members to volunteer for as much or as little as you like.  But even if you
have just a little time to offer, our volunteer members help us to keep our
costs down, so more money can go toward grants.

Engage and Educate Team
We welcome members to join this committee. The purpose of the Engage
and Educate team is to focus on membership, lead education events, and
coordinate volunteer participation.  We are always looking for venue volunteers for upcoming programs,
even if just to help on the day of an event.  You will have support of fellow team members for sharing ideas,
skills, time and talents.  We are currently planning for our February education event and our May Annual
Meeting.  

Grants Team
At this time, our Grants Team volunteers are working hard on this year's grant candidates and will be
adding volunteers again next summer.  

GIVING WoMN Board
Each May, some of our Board members roll-off and some continue for the next year.  Most positions are two
year terms that can be extended.  All members are welcome for nomination to our Board. If you have an
interest in serving on our Board, please contact Laura Dale.  

It's easy to volunteer! If you are interested in a volunteer opportunity, or even if you just want more
information, please contact Amy Babcock at aababcock@hotmail.com  for any Engage and Educate or
Events or Wendy Lundsgaard at Wendy Lundsgaard at wendylpalk@aol.com for Grants, or email us
at info@givingwomn.org.

This email was sent to julie1146@mac.com by info@givingwomn.org |
Update Profile/Email Address | Rapid removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

GIVING WoMN | C/O Minnesota Community Foundation | 101 Fifth Street East, Suite 2400 | St. Paul | MN | 55101
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