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GIVING WoMN February 2017 Newsletter

Greetings from our President

Happy Spring! (so I am hopeful!)

This newsletter is jammed packed with great information so I will keep my
thoughts short but provide a few thank-yous. 

Thank you to Kaari Miller and the E&E committee for pulling off another
amazing event.

Thank you to Sue Gage and Ruth Bowman and the Grants Team on
successfully bringing us our 2017 grant recipients.

Thank you to our newest members Christiane Duarte, Julie Vanhove, and
Sharon Secor for joining our organization and to our current members Lynn
Giovanelli and PK Kriha for making them aware of GIVING WoMN.

Lastly, thank you to all of you. Without you, none of this would be possible.
Grab a refreshment and sit back and enjoy this newsletter, you deserve it!

Best Wishes,
Mara

Mara Milne
GIVING WoMN President



We are Very Pleased to Announce Our 2017 Grant Recipients

Thank you all for your engagement and involvement over the past year,
helping to make our community stronger! And thank you to all our members
who voted in our recent ballot!

We had a fun and educational event at KIPP Minnesota on Tuesday 2/21 at
which we not only learned more about KIPP Minnesota and their KIPP Through
College program that we funded 2 years ago, but we also announced our
grant recipients who will be receiving their grants from us in upcoming weeks. 

Since our first grants were made in 2006, including
this year's recipients, we will have donated over
$1,241,000 dollars to Twin Cities community-
enriching programs. This year we are making 6
Community grants ranging from $14,000 to $30,000
and totalling $115,000. Grant projects/organizations
and amounts are determined based on member
votes/rank and our published funding principles
(available on the Grants tab on our website).

Here are this year's grant recipients:

• Beacon Interfaith Housing Collaborative: 66 West Youth Housing - $30,000
• Sheridan Story: General Operating - $20,000
• Boys and Girls Club: Reading Proficiency with Groves Academy - $20,000
• Ready Set Smile: General Operating - $17,000
• Youth Farm: General Operating - $14,000
• YWCA: Girls Inc. Eureka! STEM program - $14,000

The funding amounts were determined based on the weighted membership
voting of the 84 (out of 103) members who voted. Member votes were spread
among all ballot candidates so the grant amounts reflect these weighted
votes.  The final member-chosen grant recipients represent a diverse set of
services serving youth and their families in our community.  Note that these
recipients are representative of the majority of nominations made by members
last May through June.  

If you have any questions about these recipients or our grants process, please
feel free to contact Sue Gage at suzanne58@comcast.net or Ruth Bowman
at bowman.rabo@gmail.com. 

We would love to have you join us on the Grants Committee next cycle! The
majority of our work starts in late August and ends by January with one final
meeting in early February. We welcome all members to participate on our
committee, but it is important to be on the committee starting with meetings in



August/September. Please contact Ruth Bowman
at bowman.rabo@gmail.com if you want to join us this coming fall. 

Also, nominations for our next cycle will open up with our Annual Meeting in
May. Remember any organizations who meet our criteria and who have not
received a grant in the last 3 cycles are eligible to be nominated for a grant. 

GIVING WoMN Winter Education Event Recap 

Thank you to the 29 GIVING WoMN members, guests and KIPP representatives
for joining us on Tuesday, February 21 at KIPP Minnesota in Minneapolis for our
Winter Education Event. The evening was filled with great food, great
company and offered a wonderful culmination of what GIVING WoMN is all
about as we heard from our 2015 grant recipient and our February 2017
recipients were revealed.

Alison Balan, Director of Development at KIPP
Minnesota provided us with a detailed report
on how they used their grant to assist in the
KIPP through College Program.

In February, 2015, KIPP Minnesota received a $10,000 grant from GIVING
WoMN to fund their new program KIPP Through College. KIPP Minnesota started
as a grade 5-8 program designed to give low-income students an excellent
educational program to break the pattern of low academic achievement.
While we in Minnesota are typically proud of our education, Minnesota ranks
as 48th of 50 states in our ability to educate students of color. 97% of KIPP
students are of color and 87% are on the federal lunch program. 

Since their initial 5th grade class in 2008, KIPP Minnesota has continued to add
5th graders each year and has also started kindergarten and 1st grade in the
last couple of years. In a few years, the program will be a full K-8 school. KIPP
Minnesota determined that the counselor to student ratio are 1 to 700+ in the
Minnesota public schools. KIPP saw the need to provide their alumni with
additional support to increase their success in forwarding their post high school
education. That is where GIVING WoMN came in.

Accomplishments in the last 2 years include:

1. 98% of KIPP eight graders advanced to a college prep high school
2. KIPP Through College staff prioritized preemptive "moves"  with KIPP

alumni, helping them build ACT prep plans and encouraging enrollment
in high school programs like College Possible and AVID. 

3. 69% of the founding class (started in 5th grade with KIPP in 2008)
graduated from high school on time.  This is above the average for
Minneapolis schools and far above the average Minneapolis black
student graduation rate. 

4. Note that 83% of these students met the goal of applying to 9+ colleges.
Because this was the first founding KIPP class and they only benefited
from KIPP though College for their last 2 years, expected rates for
upcoming years are even higher.



We appreciated hearing of the great success of KIPP, seeing their school and
classrooms and we definitely appreciated the KIPP staff organization and clear
report of the great impact that our grant made!

The  second portion of the evening was
lead by Grants Committee Co-Chair
Ruth Bowman. Ruth provided us with a
wonderful overview of the steps involved
in the process selection. From the
vetting of the 29 initial nominations,
review of the 14 full grant proposals,
determining the final 8 nominees for
ballot consideration to the selection of the final 6 recipients, it is clear that the
committee has been working diligently since last summer.

Thanks to Ruth and Sue Gage for heading up
the Grants Team as well as all of the team
members for leading us to select such a great
group of grant recipients!

We cannot wait to hear directly from them all
at the Annual Meeting on Monday May 1!  

After another fun and inspirational GIVING WoMN meeting, we would like to
thank the Engage and Educate committee volunteers who were critical to this
successful event! Thanks to Kaari Miller, Heather O'Connor, Renee Kessler,
Renee Macomber, Susan Gallagher, Rhonda Schumer and Laurie Hassenstab!
THANKS to all you! 

Huffington Post Article About Giving Circles

Recently women's giving circles received some very nice national exposure
with an article in the Huffington Post featuring our own Virginia Mills, former
GIVING WoMN President and current Board Chair of the Women's Collective
Giving Network. 

The article notes that "philanthropy used to imply a flashy name and a big
check. Today philanthropy involves many checks and many donors
committed to working together to change lives and communities. Collective
giving or giving circles, as they are known, have been quietly at work for
decades. Now, they are front and center in the world of philanthropy as a
movement that continues to gain in popularity, strength and results."

Further, the article notes that
"new research shows that these
collective giving networks are
growing both in dollars and
number of donors and this
growth is changing the
landscape of giving. Research
from 2009 found about 600
giving circles in the United



States. But recent research by Angela M. Eikenberry, Professor of Public
Administration at the University of Nebraska Omaha, and colleagues, found a
dramatic increase in this form of philanthropy. Today there are at least 1,314
giving circles with more than 46,000 members who have collectively
contributed more than $474 million over the past 30 plus years."

Want to read more?  CLICK HERE to go to the article directly.

January Small Group Gathering

Potential GW Members Hear from Rêve Academy

Lynn Giovannelli welcomed 19 guests to her warm home on a frigid January
11 evening to learn about GIVING WoMN and to meet representatives from
Rêve Academy, a 2015 grant recipient. 

Rêve Academy takes its name from the French word "rêve," which means
dream. Its mission is to help students
"dream with direction" by providing
pathways to digital careers. The
organization offers a curriculum that
helps student master skills in three areas: business, technology, and design. It
shares this curriculum with local schools, particularly those on the North side of
Minneapolis, focusing on digital skills that prepare students for professional
careers in high-demand fields. Speakers at Lynn's January event were Kristin
Pardue, Co-founder of Rêve Academy and CEO of Rêve Consulting, and
Mandy Janssen. Mandy is responsible for Rêve Academy's innovative
educational programs and the delivery of educational outcomes. They spoke
about growing the organization's work in local schools and in the North side
community.

Small group events like this introduce friends, neighbors, and co-workers to
GIVING WoMN. They are a major way GIVING WoMN grows its membership.
And they're fun! Consider hosting or co-hosting a small in-home event of your
own in 2017! To learn how easy it is, contact Renee Macomber at
renee.let.1961@gmail.com.

Upcoming Engage and Educate
Events

March and April are great opportunities to
engage with fellow GIVING WoMN members
and introduce friends and neighbors through
Small Group Gatherings!

Small Group Gatherings
Wednesday, April 12 - Way to Grow will be presenting at Denise Cole's home in
Edina, along with Susan Dowd. If you are interested in attending the event,
please contact Renee Macomber at renee.let.1961@gmail.com or GIVING
WoMN at info@givingwomn.org for more information.



While April 12 will wrap-up the reporting from 2015 Grant Recipients we are
now ready to hear back from our 2016 Grant Recipients: ARC, Bridge for
Youth, Face to Face, Perspectives and The Open Door.

If you are interested in hosting an event in your home, the Engage & Educate
Committee is ready to help. Please contact Renee Macomber at
renee.let.1961@gmail.com if you would like to host your own small gathering
and we will set you up with all you need. Note that hosts will receive assistance
in event costs from GIVING WoMN.

Annual Meeting
Monday May 1 at Surly Brewing, 520 Malcolm Ave SE, Minneapolis, MN 55414.

Please join us for an emotional evening filled with
enthusiasm and hope as we hear from each of our
2017 Grant Recipients. It is a great way to get
specific details about their programs and
hear directly about the impact that our grants will
make in their organization and in the
community. This evening is one of the high points
on our calendar and is not to be missed as it
solidifies and shines a light on why we are all
members.

Look for more details to come in the following
months. As this is one of our biggest events we
can always use lots of help. If you are interested in
assisting in any way, please contact
Renee Macomber at renee.let.1961@gmail.com or
Kaari Miller at ckkmiller@comcast.net.

Love GIVING WoMN? Join our Board!

If you've been part of the Grants or Educate & Engage Committee, an event
volunteer, or you simply want to get involved with GIVING WoMN at another
level, consider joining the Operating Board or nominating a member who you
feel would shine in this role. The Board is made up of the:

• President
• Vice-President
• Secretary
• Treasurer
• Chair or Co-Chairs of the Grants Committee
• Chair or Co-Chairs of the Engage & Educate Committee
• Chair or Co-Chairs of Communications

Board members are self-identified or nominated each year, then approved by
a membership vote. The commitment is not large. The Board meets ten times a
year in one another's homes (no meetings in July or December), and all Board
members serve a two-year term. At the present time, there are TWO Board
vacancies to fill, and each offers great opportunities to deepen your



relationship with GIVING WoMN while taking on a new leadership role. Is one of
these positions for you?

Co-Chair of the Engage & Educate Committee - There are two areas of activity
for this committee, events and membership, and two corresponding Co-
Chairs. Presently, we have an opening as Co-Chair for Membership. We are
looking for someone who has a heart for helping recruit and engage
members. The duties of this job include:

• Actively encouraging members to host Small Group Gatherings in their
homes, our most successful recruitment activity.

• Coordinating with the host(s) and inviting a representative of one of
GIVING WoMN's past grant recipient organizations to speak at the
gathering, and interfacing with that organization as needed.

• Welcoming and thanking all members who join. 
• Helping new members feel informed and welcomed in their first year.
• Helping ensure that GIVING WoMN's membership database is accurate.

Co-Chair of Communications -  Do you have a knack for or want to learn more
about communications, website updates, social media updates, newsletter
writing/editing and monitoring our emails? We use a number of tools such as
Constant Contact, SurveyMonkey, WordPress and others.  We would welcome
either someone who wants to be a Co-Chair of Communications now or if you
might have an interest in the future, but just want to help out, we would love to
have you join our team. 

If you have an interest in a Board position or area, please let Mara Milne
(maramilne@gmail.com) or Susan Dowd (misssusan01@gmail.com) know. 

Membership Roster

We publish a member roster annually with limited contact information, giving
you an easier way to connect with one another and the opportunity to
carpool with other members to events. 

Note that we publish this roster by emailing access to it, via this newsletter, to
members only. It will include name, city and email, and it is NOT to be used for
non-GIVING WoMN solicitation or marketing of any kind. Note that we will NOT
put the roster on our website to protect member privacy and contact
information. 

We plan to publish this roster in an upcoming newsletter. 

If you would NOT like to have your name on the roster, please let us know by
emailing Barb Pjevach at info@givingwomn.org.
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