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Winter Event & Grant Announcements Jan 21: Small Group Gathering - Edina

Volunteer Opportunities Jan 30: New Member Brunch

Around Town Feb 2: Member Grant Vote Closes

Feb 9: Winter Education Event

Greetings from our President

Happy New Year!

2015 was a great year for me personally and professionally. It was also a
great year for GIVING WoMN. We celebrated our 10th year of giving by
hitting our goal of granting out one mill ion dollars over that time. We
welcomed new members and honored our current ones. We educated
ourselves on topics impacting our community and ourselves.

New Members: I would like to welcome our newest members: Rhoda
Schumer, Tamara Thingelstad, Ann Webster, Lori Brostrom, Robyn
Hollingshead, and Linda Robbins. Welcome and are we are so excited to
have you join us!

2016 looks to be just as great of a year! Here is what you can look forward to:

Nominating and voting for grant recipients:
Each spring, members nominate organizations to receive a grant. After a
thorough and difficult vetting process by our Grants Committee, the list of top
grant candidates are determined for our membership-wide vote. During the
next couple of weeks, you will be asked to vote for your top choices for our
February grants.
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Events:
We will have our Annual Meeting in May and Eye Opener in October. In
February and September we give you the rare opportunity to meet at one of
the organizations that we have granted to in the past. Small group gatherings
at member homes allow members to meet each other and hear from an
organization that we have granted money to. We also hold a new member
brunch in January.

Volunteer opportunities:
As a member of GIVING WoMN, you have the opportunity to be as involved
as you choose to be. We are always looking for one-time volunteers at events
and for people to become a part of our Grants or Engage and Educate
committees. Test your leadership skil ls and join the Board. We always have
some rotating positions on the Board each spring, so if you are interested or
want to nominate someone, please let me know. Please see the article below
in this newsletter for a few more details.

Speaking of the Board,
I do have a couple announcements to make. We have had some transition in
the board recently mid-term.

I am happy to announce that Tiffany Anderson will be joining the Board as
Co-Communications Chair working with Barb Pjevach. Tiffany will begin her
role in January and will be part of the Board slate this coming spring. Next
month, we will add Tiffany's bio to the newsletter so you can learn more
about her.

Jodi Trochlil will no long act as secretary of GIVING WoMN. We would like to
thank her for her contributions this year and the many other years she has
volunteered for GIVING WoMN. If there is anyone interested in taking a role on
the Board as secretary, please feel free to contact me at
maramilne@gmail.com.

I look forward to a great 2016 for GIVING WoMN!

Mara

Mara Milne
GIVING WoMN President

Annual Grant Vote is Approaching Annual Grant Vote is
Approaching!

Our 2015/2016 grants process has come to our most exciting time of year!
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In ten years of funding, GIVING WoMN has made grants in excess of
$1,000,000 toward helping our community. Similar to last year, the minimum
community organization grant for February 2015 will be $10,000 with a likely
grant range from $10,000 to $35,000. The actual grantees and grant amounts
will be determined by members during our GIVING WoMN membership vote
in upcoming weeks.

GIVING WoMN grants for our newest grant recipients
will be announced at our Education Event at Courage
Kenny Rehabilitation Institute in Golden Valley on
Tuesday February 9. Remember, these newest grant
recipients will join us at our Annual Meeting on May
10, 2016 and will tell us about how our grants are
serving and improving our community.

Our annual ballot will be distributed via email on or before January 16. We will
ask that all members vote ASAP, but no later than midnight on Tuesday
February 2nd. We again will use SurveyMonkey for our voting and will have
downloadable reading materials about each grantee. If you need a manual
ballot please email us at info@givingwomn.org or call Barb Pjevach at
952-829-9016.

If you do NOT see your ballot email by January 16th, please contact us at
info@givingwomn.org or Barb Pjevach at brpjevach@gmail.com or at
952-829-9016. We have everyone's email address, but sometimes emails get
snagged in spam filters. We want to ensure that every member receives this
important communication and has the opportunity to vote.

Please contact Sue Gage (suzanne58@comcast.net) or Ruth Bowman
(bowman.rabo@gmail.com) if you have any questions or concerns.

Upcoming Engage and Educate
Events

January and February will be a busy months
with lots of opportunities to engage with
fellow GIVING WoMN members! Please join
us!

Small Group Gatherings:
Small group gatherings are one of the easiest ways to introduce others to
GIVING WoMN. They are a smaller, personal gathering where you have an
opportunity to meet and chat with GIVING WoMN members, as well as hear
from one of our past grant recipients.

Thursday January 14, 2016 in Apple Valley. Hosted by Kari Finnegan &
Melissa Johnson. Cookie Cart will be the former grant recipient at this
gathering.
Thursday January 21, 2016 in Edina. Hosted by Laura Johnson, Maureen
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Monchamp and Annie Smithmier. Banyan Community will be reporting
back on their 2014 grant from us.

Please consider bringing a friend or two to a small group gathering. If you plan
to attend, contact the hostess directly, or simply email us at
info@givingwomn.org and we will connect you with the hostess or let her
know for you! It is THAT easy. We will post upcoming gatherings on our
calendar.

New Member Brunch
In addition, our second annual New Member Brunch will be held in Greenwood
at the home of Teresa Pfister on Saturday January 30, 2016. New members and
their sponsoring members are invited to attend. If you have not responded to
the invitation for this event, please contact Heather O'Connor at
heatherryan01@gmail.com.

If you are will ing to host a small group gathering please let us know at
info@givingwomn.org or contact Tobi Kalish at teamk29@gmail.com.

GIVING WoMN Winter Education Event - Tuesday February 9
Including Announcement of 2016 Grant Recipients

Please join us on Tuesday, February 9, 2016 at Courage Kenny in Golden
Valley. This will be a great opportunity to learn about this important
community resource AND to see how GIVING WoMN funds have been put to
good use. The Courage Kenny team will be making their formal report back
to us about our Grant to them in February 2014 in support of Care Coordination
Project.

In addition, at this event we will announce
which organizations/projects will receiving
grants from us at the end of February. And of
course we will have some friendly socializing
and refreshments.

The evening will begin with a social time and
registration at 5:30 pm and the program will begin at 6:15 pm.

Hearty appetizers will be served, so feel free to make it dinner if that works
well for you.

More details will be sent out in upcoming weeks, but please mark your
calendar and remember that guests are always welcome.

If you are ready to RSVP today, please CLICK HERE to register!

The Courage Kenny Rehabilitation Institute is located at 3915 Golden Valley
Road, Golden Valley, MN 55422
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Volunteer Opportunities
Want to join the Board for next year? Nominations are open!

As you know, GIVING WoMN is run by volunteers....us! We welcome all
members to volunteer for as much or as little as you like. But even if you have
just a little time to offer, our volunteer members help us to keep our costs
down, so more money can go toward grants.

GIVING WoMN Board
Each June, some of our Board members roll-off and some continue for the
next year. Most positions are two year terms that can be extended. All
members are welcome for nomination to our Board. If you have an interest in
serving on our Board, please contact Mara Milne.

Engage and Educate Team
We welcome members to join this committee. The purpose of the Engage
and Educate team is to focus on membership, lead education events, and
coordinate volunteer participation. We are always looking for venue
volunteers for upcoming programs, even if just to help on the day of an event.
You will have support of fellow team members for sharing ideas, skil ls, time
and talents. We are currently planning for our February education event and
our May Annual Meeting.

Grants Team
At this time, our Grants Team volunteers are just finishing the work on the grant
process and will be adding volunteers again next summer.

It's easy to volunteer! If you are interested in a volunteer opportunity, or even
if you just want more information, please contact Kaari Miller at
ckkmiller@comcast.net for Engage and Educate, Ruth Bowman at
bowman.rabo@gmail.com for Grants, or email us at info@givingwomn.org.

News Around Town

In December, Cookie Cart (2015 Grant Recipient) was on The
Today Show because they were nominated as a top cookie
bakery! You can read more about their experience at this link:
CLICK HERE.

In November, Genesys Works (2015 Grant Recipient) - Twin
Cities won the Tekne Award for Workforce Development. The Tekne awards
honor organizations who have played a significant role in developing new
technologies that positively impact the lives and futures of people living
around the world. Read more at this link: CLICK HERE.

The Link (2015 Grant Recipient) has a new photography exhibit, When Places
Speak, opening with a reception on January 22, 2016 6-8 pm. The exhibit will
be open from January 23 through May 8, 2016. This exhibit aims to raise
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awareness about sex trafficking in Minnesota. Find out more at
this link: CLICK HERE.

GIVING WoMN| www.GIVINGWoMN.org| info@givingwomn.org

STAY CONNECTED:

Forward this email
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