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Hi Everyone:

We are at that exciting time of the year where we are ready to give out our grants.

• We had a fun and informative meeting Tuesday evening at Women's Advocates, a
prior grantee, where we heard how they used our funds and where our new grantees
were announced.

• See the article below for the list of new grantees based on your voting! After these
new grants are distributed, our organization will have given out over $825,000 in grants!
Thanks to each and every one of you for the great impact you are making in our
community.

• At the meeting, a founding member suggested a challenge of getting to $1 million in
grants - for grants to be distributed in 2015. That means in addition to our traditional
grant pool of just over $100,000 we would need additional contributions of $75,000. It
was suggested that some members might want to make an additional 1 time
contribution and others might want to recruit a bunch of friends. Watch for more
regarding this challenge in upcoming months.

• It is also time to think about the available Board seats. We are looking for nominations
for E&E Co-Chair and for Grants Co-Chair. Feel free to volunteer. It is a self-nominating
process. 

Let's have another great year!

Laura Dale
President - GIVING-WoMN

We are Very Pleased to Announce Our 2014 Grant Recipients! 

Thank you all for your engagement and involvement over the past year, helping to make our community stronger!  And thank you to all

our members who voted for this years potential grantees!

Since our first grants were made in 2006, with this year's recipients, we will have donated over $825,000 to Twin Cities community-
enriching programs. This year we are making 6 community grants and one Courage Kenny grant. Our community grants will range from
$10,000 to $20,000, determined based on member votes/rank and our published funding principles (available on the Grants tab on our
website). Here are this year's grant recipients:

• Banyan Community - $20,000

• Ascension School - After School Program Capacity Expansion - $19,000

• Volunteers of America - Amicus Radius Program - $14,000

• Open Arms Minnesota - Meals for People Living with Breast Cancer- $13,000

• Simpson Housing Services - Family Housing Services Program- $11,000

• Serve Minnesota Reading Corps - Literacy Program- $10,000

• Courage Kenny Foundation - Care Coordination Program - $25,000 from grant pool in addition to the $5,000 that will be paid to
them as administrative support.

This total of $112,000 in grants this year is comprised of $104,500 from our members payments and $7,500 from accumulated unused
administrative fees. The board approved moving this $7,500 into the grant pool at the board meeting in January,  As prescribed in our
bylaws, the GIVING WoMN Board periodically reviews our accumulated administrative fund and if excess funds accumulate, we will
move unused funds into the Grant pool to maximize our impact grants.  

The funding amounts were allocated based on the weighted membership voting.  Unlike last year when we had one clear favorite,
there were two organizations that rose to the top. The committee wanted to respect the desires of the members as reflected in their
voting and therefore recommended two almost equal large grants, rather than making one significantly larger than the other. 

If you have any questions about these recipients or our grants process, please feel free to contact Meleah Follen
at meleahf@hotmail.com or Wendy Lundsgaard at wendylpalk@aol.com.

We would love to have you join us on the Grants Committee next cycle! Our work starts in late August and ends by early December. 
We welcome all members to participate on our committee, but it is important to be on the committee starting with meetings in
August/September. Please contact Wendy at wendylpalk@aol.com, if you want to join us this coming fall.
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Also, nominations for our next cycle will open up with our Annual meeting in May and remember any organizations who meet our
criteria and who have not received a grant in the last 3 cycles are eligible to be nominated for a grant.  

Fiscal Agent Change Reminder 

As a reminder, the grants that we collectively are making this month include $87,000 of grants to community organizations nominated
by members and our last contractual grant to the Courage Kenny Rehabilitation Institute as our fiscal agent.  

We are very thankful to Courage Kenny who helped us get started 9 years ago and has supported us ever since. They were asked by
Allina to terminate our relationship after the merger between Courage Center and the Sister Kenny Institute. As ratified by membership
last fall, after this grant cycle, we will be operating under the Minnesota Community Foundation and 100% of our grants will  go to
organizations nominated by GIVING WoMN members. 

We will have more information about our new mailing address, phone number and any other administrative process changes in next
month's newsletter and on our website.

GIVING WoMN Winter Education Event - February 11, 2014

Thanks to all members who were able to join us on Tuesday evening for our
education event at Women's Advocates,  the first shelter for battered women in our nation.  Needless to say, we packed their
conference room not only with our great turnout, but also with our energy and enthusiasm!

Babette Jamison, Executive Director and Kate Suchomel, Women's Advocates Development & Community Relations Manager, spoke
to us about the history of their organization and the "ROSE Project" that was funded by Giving WoMN in 2012.

We participated in a service project where we packaged products to be used by the residents of the shelter. It was a great opportunity
to serve, as well as to enjoy camaraderie with other GIVING WoMN members.We also enjoyed the presentation by Wendy

Lundsgaard about our grants process, and the announcement of the newest grantees.  We were also given a tour of the shelter. 

Women's Advocates is an impressive organization, and we are proud to have supported them!

GIVING WoMN Board Nominations are Open!

Each May, some of our Board members roll-off, and some continue for the next year.  Most positions are 2 year positions that can be
extended. We are looking for nominations for an Engage and Educate Co-Chair and for a Grants Co-Chair. Feel free to volunteer. It is a
self-nominating process.  All members are welcome for nomination to our Board. If you have an interest in serving on our Board, please
contact Laura Dale.

Please note that for the co-chair positions, you will be working with an experienced member who has already served one year in that
position. You will also be supported by dedicated committee members!

Volunteer Opportunities

As you know, GIVING WoMN is run by volunteers....us!  We welcome all members to volunteer for as
much or as little as you like.  But even if you have just a little time to offer, our volunteer members help
us to keep our costs down, so more money can go toward grants.

Engage and Educate Team
We welcome members to join this committee. The purpose of the Engage and Educate team is to
focus on increasing and maintaining membership, to lead education events, and to coordinate
volunteer participation. We are always looking for venue volunteers for upcoming programs, even if just
to help on the day of an event. You will have support of fellow team members for sharing ideas, skills, time and talents.  We are currently
planning for our May Annual Meeting.  

Grants Team
The Grants Team will be adding volunteers again for our process that will start in August. It is not too early to volunteer! 

It's easy to volunteer! If you are interested in a volunteer opportunity, or even if you just want more information, please contact Amy
Babcock at Amy.Babcock@ml.com for any Engage and Educate or Events, or Wendy Lundsgaard at wendylpalk@aol.com for Grants,
or email us at info@givingwomn.org.

Small Group Gatherings

We plan to continue our small group gatherings this spring. Members who join before June 30 will be eligible to nominate an
organization to receive a grant in 2015!

Please consider hosting one of these fun and informative home gatherings. These are friendly small group settings to introduce
interested friends to GIVING WoMN.  Please help us to achieve our goal of growing membership this year - which will translate into
more grants to distribute!  One of the best ways to educate people about our organization is to host, or to invite friends, to a small group
event.  A representative from a previous grant recipient will speak with the group, which is always inspirational. Light food , beverages
and friendly conversation are also provided!         

Please contact Mara Milne at maramilne@gmail.com or 612-889-9576 if you have interest in hosting a fun evening for you and your
friends.
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Hold the Date for our Annual Meeting at Brave New Workshop on Tuesday May 6, 2014

The date and location of our annual meeting have been set! Come to meet and socialize with
your fellow GIVING WoMN members and hear from representatives from all of our newest grant
recipients. This meeting is always fun and inspiring as we hear how they are putting our grants to
work in our community. Remember guests are always welcome.

As our Grants cycle closes with this Annual Meeting, our new cycle begins! As you know, only
organizations nominated by you, a member, can enter our process for next year's grants. This
next nomination cycle will open on May 6, 2014 with our Annual Meeting and will close at the end
of June.  
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